INTRODUCTION & GLOSSSARY

By Flo Low 
“Instead of favorably viewing women who wish to shoulder communal responsibility and devote themselves to the spiritual work of the synagogue, the dominant hegemony sees these women as a threat to the established order.

The train of women’s integration into the spiritual leadership of Orthodox Jewish communities has already left the station. It is not waiting for statements by organizations that will either approve or reject its journey. The question for organizations such as the Orthodox Union is whether they will find themselves relevant to the next generation or whether they will find themselves abandoned at the side of the tracks, at a station that is old and forgotten.”

Rabbi Benjamin Lau, February 6, 2017

This February, the Rambam Synagogue in Jerusalem, a mainstream Orthodox synagogue, hired a woman as a spiritual leader. She is the first female communal leader at an Orthodox synagogue in Israel, though the practice has taken root at a limited number of Orthodox synagogues in the United States. While slightly more common in the US, admittedly a much larger (and arguably more socially liberal,)community, the majority of Orthodox Jews in both countries remain vehemently opposed to what they see as a stark violation of Jewish law. In October 2016, the Rabbinical Council of America passed a resolution reaffirming its opposition to the practice and barring member rabbis from hiring women to clergy positions. The Ultra Orthodox Agudath Israel claimed that organizations that support female rabbis “reject the basic tenets of our faith, particularly the authority of the Torah and its Sages.”

Hadar Galron’s The Secrets brings us back to 1996, more than 20 years ago, when the movement to ordain Orthodox women as Rabbis was still in its infancy. Naomi, a young intellectual girl with sharp wit and great intellectual promise, dreams of becoming not just a community spiritual leader, but dares to aspire to become a high-ranking national Rabbinic legal authority. She convinces her father to allow her to study at a seminar for girls in the mystical city of Tzfat. Unbeknownst to him, the director of the seminary, the RabbanitDevorah, is a pioneer in the struggle for women’s ordination, and has developed one of the first certification programs. While there, pious Naomi meets the rebellious French Israeli Michelle and, in yet another taboo, the two fall in love, risking everything Naomi thought she wanted. 

“The Secrets” began as a film (“HaSodot”), with a screenplay co-written by Israeli acclaimed movie-director Avi Nesher and Israeli playwright, screenwriter, performance artist and director Hadar Galron. The film premiered as an official selection at the Toronto Film Festival in 2007 and was hailed by the Hollywood Reporter as “witty and wise, sensual and emotionally overpowering – one of the best Israeli movies in recent years.” Galron adapted and streamlined the story of the film to bring it to the stage, and the play had it’s Hebrew premiere in Israel in October, 2017.  
Born in London, Hadar Galron immigrated to Israel with her Orthodox Jewish family at the age of 13. After studying in a religious high school, and against her parent’s wishes, she joined the Israel Defense Forces and then, after completing her service, pursued a degree in Theatre at Tel Aviv University, where she began writing and performing professionally. She first garnered attention for a comedic duet, BidurK’Halacha, created with another religious comedienne. Their show marked the first time two Orthodox Jewish women performed together on a professional stage and laughing at the Orthodox world in which they were raised. In 2001, Garlon created Pulsa, a one-woman satire and stand-up event commenting on women’s status in Jewish law. Highly critical of Jewish orthodoxy (and banned by many religious leaders), Pulsa ran until 2011 and for close to 700 performances at the Cameri Theater in Tel Aviv. Galron recently premiered a revised and updated version.

In 2005, Hadar’s first full-length play,Mikve was nominated for six national theater awards in Israel and won two, including “Play of the Year.” Translated into multiple languages and performed throughout the world, Mikveinvites viewers into the intimate ritual Orthodox Jewish women, as well as traditional and otherwise secular women, partake in monthly. Israeli critic Michael Handelzaltsdescribes the play as “a bold statement about an attempt to change the rules so that men and women will really be able to use them, instead of being used by them.” He expands,

“the play’s main strength lies in that the writer, HadarGalron, who herself comes from that place [Orthodox society], does not want to go somewhere else. She wants to change women’s place within religious society, and to thus transform it, inside and out, to a different place… there is something so right about the place from whence this play comes that there is a glimmer of hope that it will indeed change yet still remain a ‘place’ in which one can live as a full person, at least for these women, if not for all of us.”

This is the same knowledge, sympathy and understanding Galron brings to Naomi and the Rabbanit Dvori’s stories in The Secrets. Galron gives us insight into the heart and pulse of a particular lifestyle, showing sensitivity for the values and rules of that society along with the pressures, potential and desire for real innovation and change. Her play is both a scathing critique and a gentle love letter, demonstrating the deep devotion these women have to their way of life, alongside their equally vehement frustration that male leadership doesn’t give them the opportunity to express that devotion as full and equal leaders and partners in religious, spiritual and cultural life.

GLOSSARY 

BNEI BARAK (beh-NAY BAH-rock). An Ultra-Orthodox city in central Israel.

HASHEM (HAH-shem).Literally translates to “The Name,” used to refer to God.

KABBALAH (ka-ba-LAH.) a book/tradition of mystical interpretation of the Bible, which reached the reached the height of its influence in the later Middle Ages, and which is said to require years of study before it can be attempted.
MIDRASH (MID-rash).an ancient commentary on the Bible, often allegorical in nature, the earliest of which come from the 2nd century CE, although much of thecontent is older.
MIDRASHA (MID-ra-sha) a contemporary word used for the budding “girl-yeshivas”- seminaries for Jewish studies. A place where girls and women can (now) study Talmud and deep Torah commentaries.   
PETACH TIKVAH (PEH-takh TIK-vah). A small city in central Israel with a sizable religious population.
PULSA DENORA (PULL-suh de-NO-ruh). A mystical curse rumored to be invoked by religious Jews against Jewish figures who have committed major transgressions, including over the past 50 years and often quoted in Israeli media. 
PURIM (POO-rim).A Jewish festival.

RAMBAM (RAHM-bahm).a medieval Sephardic Jewish philosopher who became one of the most prolific and influential Torah scholars of the Middle Ages.
RABBANIT (Ra-ba-NEAT).Term used for the wife of a Rabbi, or a female religious leader.

RECHOVOT (re-KHO-vote).A city in central Israel.

SEDER (Say-der).A festive meal that launches the Passover holiday.

SHIDDUCH (SHIH-dookh).An arranged match.

SHYLA- (SHY- leh). A question 

TALMUD (TALL-mood).the body of Jewish civil and ceremonial law and legend. Also called the Oral Torah, the Talmud is comprised of commentaries and rabbinic deliberations on the Bible. These conversations and deliberations serve as Jewish law while establishing the process for discerning it. Comprised of two sources, the Babylonian Talmud dates from the 5th century CE (but includes earlier material) and the Palestinian/Jerusalem Talmud is an earlier text.

 celebrations.

TIKUN (tea-Koon).A mystical cleansing ritual created by practitoners of Kabbalah (Jewish mysticism).

TZFAT (tz-FHAT).Located in Northern Israel, one of the four holy cities in ancient Israel, famous for the mystics who once gathered there and popular among spiritual people as well as many newly-religious Jews.

THE SECRETS 
A musical play in two acts.

by Hadar Galron
English version by Hadar Galron and Flo Low   
(Inspired by the movie “The Secrets” written by Hadar Galron

and director of the film, Avi Nesher)

Characters

NAOMI HESS
19 years-old, a young, brilliant Ultra-Orthodox girl with highly developed intellectual skills, but a stunted emotional development.

MICHELLE
19 years-old, Ultra-Orthodox girl who has spent most of her life in Europe.Rebellious and emotionally effusive.

RABBI HESS
45+ years-old, Naomi’s father, a spiritually enlightened man who has raised Naomi to be the son he never had.

SHEINE
23 years-old, a chubby and funny Ultra Orthodox young woman desperately seeking a husband.

YANKI  MEIZLISCH 
26 years-old, a lanky Klezmer musician from Tzfat full of life, humor and talent.

MICHAEL
23 years-old, a brilliant Ultra-Orthodox young man, engaged to Naomi.

RABBANIT DVORI
40 years-old, director of the religious girls’ seminary. An active Ultra-Orthodox feminist, a woman with vision who is aware she is hitting the glass ceiling
MIRI COHEN


26 years-old, newly religious, haunted by her wild past.

CHORUS: ABIGAIL, BRACHA, BILHA, CHAVA

CHAVA was the star student prior to Naomi’s arrival; BRACHA serves as DEVORA’s student assistant. These chorus members must be able to sing, and will also play additional minor roles (waitresses and customers at the local cafe).           *Setting: The mystical city of Tzfat in Northern Israel, 1996.
THE SECRETS 
ACT I

Prologue : On the stage there is the vision of a “nightmare” wedding. This vision becomes reality in the ending scene of the play, so there must be visual language connections between the real wedding and the nightmare.

The visions are accompanied by music and a voice-over: 

“The woman is called nekeva
from the word nekev – a hole, a void.. 

Like a vessel 
she has no meaning alone

This is why by nature she always expects to receive and feel  she is important and successful 

Therefore take upon yourself
wholeheartedly to flatter her 

 to thank her in a way that makes her feel you are grateful to her.

You look good, God bless,

I’m happy to see you…

I like your company…

The house looks nice…
The food is delicious

Only that will build her self-esteem…. 

A woman, by nature, takes things to heart and always fears her husband might stop liking her,

And in any case the woman has to do the washing, ironing, cooking, peeling, cleaning,

and make sure thousands of items are in order
in the house,

and that everything works, so that
when you’re hungry the food will be ready…

It is known that God cursed Eve with 
a harsher more painful 

curse than her husband

Because she  failed first 
and  then tempted her husband 

And when you learn to sweeten that divine curse, the Blessed Lord will sweeten your life

and don’t think this mission is  hard. 
A woman’s heart can be bought for pennies…”
SCENE 1: Outside the Midrasha (Seminary)
NAOMI HESS (18 years-old), enters, followed by her father, RABBI HESS, a dignified presence. She  is carrying a suitcase, and he is holding a Talmud. Naomi breathes deeply and looks at her surroundings with pleasure. Her father watches her.

NAOMI

It’s beautiful here…  Don’t you think so?

HESS

I think it’s the first time I’ve seen you smiling since your mother passed away

NAOMI

Tateh (father)... thanks. I know this isn’t easy for you.

HESS

I admit, until this minute, I still hoped you might change your mind.

NAOMI

Me??

HESS

Well… I know you -

NAOMI

I won’t change my mind. I want to study here. You promised 

HESS

Don’t worry I’ll keep my word. 

NAOMI

[carefully] And… you’ve spoken to Michael about delaying the wedding, right? 

HESS

Not yet. [Naomi reaction] I’ll speak to him –but first – I have a “shyla” 

NAOMI

[Tense.] What? … (beat) What question?

HESS

Do you, God forbid, have doubts regarding him? Is that maybe the reason you wanted to delay the wedding?

NAOMI

No! God forbid! Michael is the most... appropriate shiduch I could ask for. I just want a chance to study Talmud- like him, like you? 24 hours a day. Why is that so difficult to understand? 

HESS

[Stroking his beard, smiling.] When you were little, you thought you’d have a beard like mine when you grew up… You’d walk around the house, stroking your chin, so seriously.

NAOMI

 I was a kid! [Serious.] It’s not the same! Tateh, please trust me.

HESS

I do. It’s just the first time I feel like … I don’t know where my little girl’s going .

NAOMI

 Stop it, Tateh! [Matter of fact.] I’m going to a girl’s yeshiva and this summer I’m coming back home and getting married.  To Michael….Why don’t -?

She’s cut off as Rabbanit Dvori (50+) enters
DVORI
[Enters from L]. Shalom, Rabbi Hess… You must be Naomi [holds her hand out to her]. Welcome.

NAOMI

[excited] You’re the Rabbanit Dvori? [DVORI smiles and nods].
HESS

I’m very grateful you agreed to accept Naomi at such short notice, and in the middle of the year, at that!

DVORI
She has quite the legacy… [to Naomi] But you still have a lot of catching up to do.

HESS

Acchh! Naomi won’t need to catch up. She’s at least as bright as your brightest student

NAOMI

[Cutting him off, embarrassed.] Daddy…!

DVORI
Don’t be so sure!  [Curious.] There are some very talented girls here.

NAOMI

[Embarrassed]. Well… ahhh…I think I’ll… I’ll start catching up.

NAOMI steps aside, sits on a tree stump, opens the Talmud in her hand  and begins studying. The Klezmer musician stops playing at the exact same moment.

DVORI
[Impressed]. Where did she study Talmud? [Rhetorically.] Not at the girls’ school?

HESS

I taught her.

DVORI
An Ultra-Orthodox Scholar –  head of a Yeshiva! –teaches his daughter Talmud?

HESS

And the daughter of great Rabbi Hershkovitz, may his memory be blessed, leaves the closed community of Bnei Barak to establish a seminary for girls in Tzfat?

DVORI
I see you are well informed.

HESS

Your father was my Rabbi and my mentor.

DVORI
Oh.. [Defensive]Then you were probably at my father’s funeral.

HESS

I wasn’t amongst those that threatened you when you asked to recite orphans’ Kaddish 

DVORI
“Threatened”? I spent two days in hospital- threats don’t break ribs!

HESS

Well the broken ribs didn’t keep you from reciting the Kaddish in the end

DVORI
No! [Annoyed]Why should a man, learned as he may be, recite the orphan’s prayer instead of his own daughter, just because I’m a woman?! [Catches herself]. Don’t answer.

HESS

 I understand you. I have no sons, either.

DVORI
Oh …Naomi’s your eldest ?

HESS

My only. 

DVORI
That’s why you taught her Talmud.

HESS

No no. It was her idea. Imagine – a five year-old lifting a Talmud almost as big as herself and saying, “This! teach me this!” I tried to tell her that she needs to learn to read first – that’s how we discovered she’d already taught herself to read!

DVORI
Not easy, huh? 

HESS

What ?

DVORI
Raising a daughter like Naomi, in a community that still believes brains are lost on women.

HESS

You inherited your father’s wit.
DVORI
Actually that’s one my mother’s statement… [beat] So what made you choose my seminary?

HESS

Naomi chose it. If it was up to me she wouldn’t have gone to any seminary

DVORI
[reserved] Then why did you bring her?

Naomi raises her head from her book and listens.

HESS

I gave in. (sigh) Since her mother passed away, she barely speaks, barely eats…  I was so worried. We went to the doctor but she won’t hear about pills.  I asked her what would help her –always the same answer: to study Talmud at a women’s seminar.

DVORI
[Indicating to HESS that NAOMI is listening]. There’s a lot of comfort in studying… and our curriculum is really challenging.

HESS

The curriculum isn’t important…  I want you to help Naomi open her heart, teach her to be a wife. “A wife’s wisdom builds her home”

DVORI
Rabbi Hess… you’ve brought your brilliant daughter to me to find her a Shidduch-!? 

HESS

[laughs.]God fobid! There is a groom, thank God! But Naomi is still a bit confused. She requested to study- ok. But see to it that she doesn’t lose track. In the summer, Naomi must come back home and get married.

DVORI
That’s what most girls do here.

HESS

Naomi’s not- 

DVORI
What? 

HESS

She’s all I have.

DVORI
I’ll take good care of her – don’t worry 

HESS

Thank you. Thank-you very much

DVORI
Rabbi Hess- I also have a small request, if I may- 

HESS

(nods his head) Go ahead 
DVORI
This seminar is legally eligible to receive financial support from the religious council - but in practice it exists thanks to donations from abroad - which force me to accept less suitable girls here. But if a Rabbi of your status spoke to the council…
HESS

If it’s eligible –it’s eligible- I know who to speak to… 

DVORI
Thank-you ! Would you like to see our study-room?

HESS

Another time. I must get back to Bnei Brack/ my Yeshiva. 

HESS says goodbye to NAOMI and exits. At the same time, SHEINE enters, a pleasant, heavy-set 22 year-old.

DVORI
[Notices and calls to SHEINE]. SHEINE! [SHEINE approaches.] We have a new student.

SHEINE
Wow, really? Since when?!

DVORI
This very minute. Help her take her things to her room. [To NAOMI]. Naomi? Come, I’ve found you an escort.

SHEINE
Which room is she in?

DVORI
There’s a spare bed in your room, isn’t there?

SHEINE
[Rapidly]. Yes. But it doesn’t have a mattress! I could bring her one. Should I bring her one? I’ll bring her one.

DVORI
Great. And Sheine – if you see Michelle, tell her I’m still waiting for her.

SHEINE
Where? 

DVORI

She’ll find me 

SHEINE

Okay. [Dvori exits. Sheine takes the case, and another bag]. Is this yours, too?

NAOMI

Yes. Can we stop at the study-room first?

SHEINE
What, with all this…okay, fine, I could do with some exercise. [Changes direction. Excitedly.] Hey! Maybe we can give you a tour of Tzfat tonight? The city’s stunning at night…

NAOMI

I know Zefat well. My mom used to bring me here every year. Because of my Asthma. [Adds, half to herself]. May her soul rest in peace.

SHEINE
Your Asthma’s soul rest in peace?

NAOMI

What?!...No. My mother.

SHEINE
What?! Oh!  Whoa! Sorry-sorry! What, you don’t have a mom? How? …I mean, that’s awful – You can have mine ! Sorry- just kidding …It’s not recent is it? 

NAOMI

Three months ago.

SHEINE
Oh it is recent… doesn’t matter- I mean …of course it matters, but… Oh, shut up SHEINE..

.

SCENE 2 – a room in the Midrasha

 26 year-old MIRI, a newly religious young woman, sits on one of the beds, listening to headphones and writing in a notebook. She looks focused. Suddenly, MICHELLE (18 years-old) enters, dressed in a chic European style. She has a touch of a French accent.

MICHELLE

[On the phone in French/English.] Je te pris Papa … But Papa -What The Rabbanit said isn’t true !... I do know because I’ve just left her room and I understood exactly what she thinks …Believe me Papa I only invited the musician to… what ? Yes, a man “homme” but he came to play music not to play with me! …what? Fine, of course that’s exactly what you would think…!

Hangs up, annoyed. Lights a cigarette and sits on the widowsill to smoke. MIRI, who until now was self-absorbed, turns abruptly when she smells the smoke.

MIRI

Mish? Why in our room? [pause ] Michelle…they asked us not to smoke in the rooms.

MICHELLE

[Sarcastic].Oh, really? And what are they going to do to me? Kick me out?

MIRI

God forbid!

MICHELLE

They already did.

MIRI

What? No way! You’re kidding…you’re not kidding. What happened? Michelle…

MIRI moves to sit next to her on the windowsill. They sit for a moment in silence.

MICHELLE

The Rabbanit just…[fighting back tears] she’s just throwing me out.

MIRI

Why?!

MICHELLE

I don’t know. She said the thing with the musician was the last straw, but –

MIRI

You had a thing with the musician??

MICHELLE

What?! [Realizes what MIRI is insinuating.] Why is that the first thing people think about me?! I just invited him to play for us 
MIRI

[Relieved]. Oh, Thank God ! 

MICHELLE

Thank God for what? I’m telling you  Dvori’s kicking me out! 

MIRI

Maybe it’s because it was instead of the Talmud lesson you were supposed to prepare 
MICHELLE

Maybe it’s because she hates me! What does she want? Until today, we had a great status quo. My father donated to her seminary, and she didn’t bother me too much with Talmud.

MIRI

I hope she doesn’t kick me out, too. I haven’t either given my Talmud lesson yet 
They stop and extinguish the cigarette when SHEINE, dragging a mattress, and NAOMI enter. SHEINE is blabbing.

SHEINE
…ah! And the Rabbanit is also a matchmaker, in case you didn’t know. So if you’re looking…

NAOMI

I’m not.

SHEINE
Don’t be so sure [puts down the mattress]. Tada! This is our little home [points]. This is pious Miri, with the choking buttons closed – she’s making up for years of licentiousness and promiscuity.

MIRI

SHEINE! 

SHEINE
And this is Michelle [sniffs], who doesn’t smoke in our room, right Michelle?

NAOMI

[Disgusted]. Smokes? What, cigarettes?

MICHELLE

[Sarcastic]. No… salmon  [throws the cigarette butt with demonstrative flair].

SHEINE
[Trying to calm down]. Oh! And I’m SHEINE! You can call me SHEINE-pain-in-the…  – I’m not really but I know I go on sometimes when I should shut up…. Ah! 

MICHELLE jumps from the windowsill, trips on the suitcase and falls.

NAOMI

Careful! I have holy books in there…

MICHELLE

Ahhh…! And I have a neck !

NAOMI

Well then you should be careful for yourself too “Guard your soul” [NAOMI opens the suitcase and begins organizing her books.]

MICHELLE

[To SHEINE, quietly and sharply]. Who is she?

NAOMI

[Hears and answers]. I’m Naomi.

SHEINE
Whoa! I’m such a dork. This is Naomi…Naomi…what?

NAOMI

Hess.

SHEINE
Naomi Hess, from…?

NAOMI

Bnei Barak.

SHEINE
That’s right! And she’s joining our room!

MICHELLE

What?!?

MIRI

For Shabbat?

SHEINE
No…she’s joining the Midrasha/Seminary [To Naomi]. Wait, did you say Naomi Hess? Are you related to Rabbi Hess, head of the old Yeshiva in Bnei Barak?

NAOMI

He’s my father.

MICHELLE

Ah voila!! Now I get it… you see?

NAOMI

See what?

SHEINE
You’re Rabbi Hess’ genius daughter, the one engaged to –

MIRI

What’s engaged got to do anything? 
SHEINE 
Listen- her fiancé, Michael Noygershel- he’s from my neighborhood in PetachTikva! He’s a genius a prodigy! When the single girls heard about your engagement, we were in tears –literally ruined… I’m not trying to make you feel bad just – God you’re lucky! Mazal Tov. Soon by me. By us…I mean, if he has  any single friends don’t forget your three best friends here! [To MIRI and MICHELLE.] Right?

They don’t react. The room is tense. Michelle gets up and dumps the contents of her drawers onto her bed.

SHEINE
Whoa! What’s up with you ? 
MIRI

The Rabbanit expelled Michelle today.

SHEINE
What?! NOOOO…! What, because of the musician?

MICHELLE

Enough with the musician! [gestures to NAOMI]. Don’t you realize he was just the excuse! The Rabbanit just needs my place for a privileged student with a legacy
NAOMI

This has nothing to do with me…!

MICHELLE

Oh, no? All year, the Rabbanit’s been telling us we’re family. There’s a waiting list, but no one can possibly be admitted…because all the slots are full…right?

SHEINE AND MIRI

Yes…

MICHELLE

So how has she suddenly gotten in if there is no room? Mathematique ! One gets in, one goes out! 
NAOMI

My father would never let me come here at someone else’s expense.

MICHELLE

I don’t know your father but Dvori is a politician “par excellence”. If a prestigious Rabbi wants his daughter to study here, and it’s good for the Seminary’s PR… she’ll find a way 
MIRI

Stop it ! The Rabbanit isn’t like that.

SHEINE
Yeah. Maybe you misunderstood. 
MICHELLE

So now I don’t understand ? She called my parents and told them to get me a ticket back to France!

MIRI

What? What about the agreement with your father?

MICHELLE

Kaput. The money they put aside for art school will be used for my dowry and marriage instead.  My mother’s already waving her list of all the rich French nerds they can sell me off to.

SHEINE
[In a dreamy tone.] Rich French nerds….wow… send them to me…

MICHELLE

It’s not funny, SHEINE.

SHEINE
I’m not joking !

Silence. Michelle throws her things angrily into her suitcase. Naomi, who was tense but quiet, suddenly exits.

SHEINE
 I think she was really offended.
MICHELLE

She’ll get over it.

SCENE3 – In the Beit Midrash –(study hall) 
A light is on in the library. The Rabbanit is sitting and studying with Abigail, a student. Bracha, another student is studying alone. Naomi enters, finds the Rabbanit and approaches her.

NAOMI
Rabbanit – I need to speak to you [DVORI motions to her to wait].
DVORI
(to Abigail) …so what’s the Talmudic argument here ? 
ABIGAIL

Eh… Whether slander is considered a life threatening crime or not..? 
DVORI
Correct! … Now look for more sources to develop your discussion in the lesson 
ABIGAIL

Thank you ! 
Abigail goes to the books and Naomi comes up to Dvori. 

DVORI
Is there a problem with your room?

NAOMI

No, but…I didn’t know that you had to kick someone out to make room for me here.

DVORI
That’s not true…it has nothing to do with you.

NAOMI

From what I understand, it does.

DVORI
No. Michelle never fit in here. She hasn’t fulfilled any of her obligations from day one, and today something happened that I can’t turn a blind eye to. 

NAOMI

On the exact same day I arrived? It puts me in a very awkward position 
DVORI
It’ll blow over as soon as she leaves, and we’ll all be better off.

NAOMI

[Stubbornly.]. I can’t… it’ll make all my Torah studying “a mitzvah that comes by transgression” 
DVORI
Why? I told you, this has nothing to do with you.

NAOMI

That’s not true, you just said it does! Did you tell my father that you had to let a student go to make space for me?

DVORI
Your father doesn’t need to be involved in all – 

NAOMI

I need to consult him  as a Rabbi. I need to know what the Halacha (Jewish law) says about this.

Yanki Meizlisch, a cleizmer musician  bursts in holding a clarinet 
YANKI

Does anyone know where I can find Michelle?

DVORI
Meizlisch,,, right?

YANKI

Yep. Yanki. Yanki Meizlish. The Kleyzmer (musician)
DVORI
I gathered that much. You can’t see Michelle.

YANKI

Oh, but she said she’d meet me here 

DVORI
Did she?!

YANKI

Yeh, about the payment. 

DVORI
I’ll make sure she pays…

YANKI

Righteo… I hope you enjoyed my music this morning… I don’t know why I was stopped halfway through…

DVORI
I stopped you because the whole event was organized without my knowledge, during study hours, not to mention the fact that you’re a man . 

YANKI

Oh… Thank-you! 

DVORI
How did she contact you?

YANKI

She saw my kleyzmer show at Hamaginim square last Thursday evening
DVORI
(to Naomi) When she should’ve been at my lesson… 
YANKI

And she asked if I was free and… not free ‘free’ but free, like available for-

DVORI
Carry on-
YANKI

And I was free. I still am  
(looks at Abigail, and she laughs)

DVORI
Abigail!  (to Yanki) So you met at the square and she asked you to meet her here too, after the show?
ABIGAIL

Sorry…

DVORI
(to Yanki) So you met at the square and she asked you to meet her here too, after the show?

YANKI

Yes. No! We never met. She called me – my phone number’s written on my car/  

DVORI
You just said she was there 
YANKI

Yeh, but I didn’t see her .
 DVORI
Don’t come looking for anyone here please.  I’ll give the money to your mother at the mikveh,
YANKI

Righteo. (turns to go, then turns back) I hope I didn’t get her into trouble or anything
DVORI
She was in trouble long before you arrived . 

YANKI

Don’t be too hard on her. Even in the wicked generation of the flood God found comfort in human being –as it says in Genesis 6:6 "וינחם ה' כי עשה את האדם"

“And God was comforted for He created man” My Bar-MItzva reading

DVORI
It doesn’t mean comfort at all.

YANKI

It doesn’t?

DVORI
No. Abigail –would you like to enlighten Mr. Meizlish ?

ABIGAIL

Well… em … it means.. eh…

NAOMI

It means “regret” not comfort  

ABIGAIL

Yes, regret. It -
NAOMI

Like in Samuel 15:11 when God says "ניחמתי כי המלכתי את שאול למלך" it doesn’t mean God was comforted that he anointed Saul to be king, but that He regrets having anointed Saul. In Genesis too, commentaries say that in the generation of the flood God regretted creating man because  “"יצר לב האדם רע מנועריו –man’s desires are evil from his youth “ . That’s why God made the flood and destroyed the world  
All, including Dvori, are astounded by Naomi’s knowledge and quotes. Dvori looks from Naomi to Yanki 

YANKI

Ahhh.. yeh….  Of course ,,, I came to bless and ended up cursing- time to go 
DVORI
Regards to your mother (after Yanki has left) Now you see what kind of girl Michelle is?  Believe me she doesn’t want to study.
NAOMI

My father says that every person’s basic desire is to learn. But with each individual one needs to find the right key 
DVORI
Ah! So you think I haven’t found Michelle’s  key ? 
NAOMI

No!  I didn’t mean –

DVORI
There would be no one happier than me if you proved me wrong 

NAOMI

What? How?

DVORI
Be her “Chevruta” – her study partner. And I’ll tell her she has one last chance to prove she deserves to be here.

NAOMI

Rabanit- I’m not used to studying with a chevruta 
DVORI
All the better then! (turns to another girl) Bracha- tell everyone that the topic for chevruta studies until the end of the month is “Man’s desires are evil from his youth” 
 Time passing. Choir girls sing (psalms)
  "כאיל תערוב על אפיקי מים , כן נפשי תערוג אליך אלוהים" 
“As the hart panteth after the water brook, so panteth my soul after thee, O God”

Whilst singing they go in and out of the study hall with books – but in the end Naomi is there alone. 

SCENE 4 – In the Beit Midrash –(study hall), two weeks later

Naomi is studying alone in the library. She is interrupted when the girls enter, all listening to a story Michelle is telling.

MICHELLE 
…and she had the feeling he wasn’t really religious he just wanted to… y’know… So she asked him : Do you know the Ten commandments? And he said: Sure ! great film ! (the girls laugh until Naomi lifts her head reproachfully)  

SHEINE
Hi Naomi!  Why do you never sit and eat lunch with us? 
NAOMI

Just don’t have the time …

SHEINE
D’you want me to get you something ? 

NAOMI

 I’m not hungry, thanks.

SHEINE
Lucky you! 
MICHELLE

SHEINE, haven’t you realized by now that Naomi’s not a mere mortal like the rest of us ? She doesn’t need food, sleep, friends…she feeds on the Holy Spirit 
[NAOMI straightens. Michelle and some of the girls laugh.Bracha enters ]

BRACHA

Girls, the Rabbanit told me to remind you all today’s the last day on the subject of evil inclinations says we should continue studying the texts on “evil inclinations”, and you all need to write and give in your conclusions.

The girls all go off to study in pairs – besides Michelle who stays put. Naomi looks at her 

NAOMI

Michelle… are you coming?

MICHELLE

[doesn’t budge] We’ve been chewing theories about evil inclinations for two weeks – and I haven’t come to any conclusions besides that it’s not a “theoretical”  topic  
NAOMI

Actually, I found something new I think you’ll like. How’s your Aramaic?

MICHELLE

My Yiddish is better
NAOMI

[Pleasantly surprised]. Oh! You speak Yiddish?

MICHELLE

No!
NAOMI

[Curt and restrained]. Fine, I’ll translate. [NAOMI glows as she studies]. So this Midrash is about creation [melodically]. At the end of each of the first five days of creation, the Bible states, “And God saw it was good,” but only on the sixth day, after people were created, the Bible states, “And it was very good.”

MICHELLE

Tell me something. You and…Michael. Have you been engaged for long ?

NAOMI

Four months. [Continues writing, melodically]. It seems that “And it was very good,” is better than “And God saw it was good,” because “very good” is better than “good,” right?

MICHELLE

All I know is that “passed with reservations” is worse than “passed.”

NAOMI

Come on, logically speaking – very good is better than good, right?

MICHELLE

Whatever... do you keep the “Negiah” laws about not touching? 
NAOMI

What?

MICHELLE

Because if you plan to be engaged for a long time….

NAOMI

Of course we guard negiah ! 

MICHELLE

So you’ve never touched each other ? 

NAOMI

No ! Michelle… 

MICHELLE

I heard there are Rabbis who permit it, especially if it’s a long engagement  You’re only getting married next summer, right?

NAOMI

Michelle, what’s this got to do with what we’re studying?

MICHELLE

 I thought we were studying desires. Did you know that they say that for men, guarding “Negiah” rules is torture? Physical torture?!

NAOMI

I don’t want to talk about it. Let’s get back to the Midrash, okay?

BRACHA

Is there any problem? [SHEINE gives Michelle a look of restraint]. 

MICHELLE

 Everything’s fine Brachush … [NAOMI burries herself in the book  and murmurs, Michelle yawns and looks around].

MIRI enters, dressed in her usual excessively modest clothes. MICHELLE is the only one who notices and calls her.

MICHELLE

Miri! Come here! Study with us today. It’s ok if she joins us, right? 
It’s the last thing Naomi wants but Miri is already approaching them 

MIRI

Great ! Maybe I’ll understand something at last 

NAOMI

We’re studying Genesis Rabba, The question is why did God create man with an evil inclination? 

MIRI

Hell of a question that one .

NAOMI

Yes. We’re looking at what the Midrash says [NAOMI hands her the book and takes another copy]. After each day of creation, God says “it was good,” and only after the creation of man God says “Very Good”. Commentators say 
MICHELLE

What was that?

NAOMI

What now?

MIRI

Sorry, sorry – it was my stomach…[speaking to her stomach] Ssshhh.

MICHELLE

Didn’t you have lunch ?

MIRI

I didn’t have time, but don’t worry…
MICHELLE

What ? With all the pills you’re  taking, you must eat something!

NAOMI

We’re studying now and Miri said - 
MICHELLE

This is a matter of life and death. [To SHEINE].Pssst, SHEINE! Do you have any snacks? Miri’s stomach’s growling

SHEINE
Of course! [Starts pulling things out of her bag]. An apple? Cookies? A banana? Chips? Crackers? Rice cakes?

NAOMI

[Losing patience]. Can we get back on track?
MIRI

 An apple. [SHEINE throws it to her and Miri looks apologetically at Naomi].

NAOMI

So Rabbi Abahu say [MIRI takes a bite- Naomi turns to her]. Amen.

MIRI

Shit [spits out the apple]! Blessed are you, God, King of the Universe, who created the fruit of the.ground [puts the apple back in her mouth].

NAOMI

Tree.

MIRI

(spits it out again) Fruit of the tree! Of course. Sorry. Relligion is new to me so I still mess it u sometimes. But correct me – please – I asked all the other girls to. I won’t be offended, I swear!

NAOMI

Swearing and vows are forbidden. That’s why we say “God willing.”

MIRI

Oh…wow! I didn’t know, thanks! [Takes out a notepad and pen]. I’ll write it down. I write everything in this notepad, and then review it every night before I go to sleep. It was Dvori’s idea. She saved me, the Rabbanit. Without her…Jesus, I don’t know where I’d be.

NAOMI

Jesus?!

MIRI

I mean, oh, God Damn it! I mean! Oh, God….I’d better write down not to say any of those things, right? …. Hey look ! it’s already written! I’ll write it again –it’s important 
MICHELLE

[To Naomi]  cool down… You’re supposed to be teaching us, not –

MIRI

It’s okay, Michelle. Really . I love being corrected. It makes everything stick.

NAOMI

Shall we? [Trying to get them interested.] This is the really fascinating part, listen: Rabbi Shmuel said, “And God saw it was good,” that refers to our good will, whereas “very good,” refers to our evil desires.

MICHELLE

[Practically suffocating.] What? I don’t get it.  “Very good,” refers to our evil desires?

NAOMI

[Deep in study.] Lets think about it – If, for example, Eve wouldn’t have tempted Adam and they wouldn’t have eaten from the forbidden fruit 
MICHELLE

Temptation is “Very good” ? Is that what you’re saying ? 

NAOMI

Let’s see what the midrash says “ For the evil desire is very goo-“
MICHELLE

There is no good in evil desires !! 
MIRI

Michelle, wait!  Let her explain!

MICHELLE

What’s there to explain? You explain! Why did you become religious ? Have you forgotten your 49 gates of impurity? If the evil desire is so good why did you rush to do a Kabbalic tikun ? 

MIRI

Shut up Michelle !!  

SHEINE
What now? 
MICHELLE

[Trembling.] Rabanit Hess here says evil desire is a “very good” !
ALL THE GIRLS

What is she talking about? That’s nonsense! I also read that! That’s heresy! She doesn’t really understand.

NAOMI

It’s not me who said that  – it’s in the Talmud! [To Michelle, as she loses her nerves.]  If it wasn’t for our evil desires, people wouldn’t get married, wouldn’t have children, wouldn’t build houses ….

MICHELLE

Wouldn’t steal, wouldn’t murder, wouldn’t rape! Do you even have any idea what “desire” means? 
NAOMI

If you’d have opened a book in the last two weeks instead of just finding any excuse to -
MICHELLE

I’m not listening to a stuck-up snob like you!  What have you done in the last two weeks? Have you said ‘good morning,’ to anyone? ‘Good night?’ ‘How are you doing?’…[turns to the other girls.] Stuck in your books like a bookworm! Since you arrived it’s become unpleasant here ! (to the girls)Tell her!  (silence) Come on -tell her! Abigail –the way she humiliated you in ront of Dvori… What? You’re scared she’ll tell on you ? 
Deafening silence, but a feeling of general agreement.

MICHELLE

Treating Miri like trash just because she wasn’t raised religious ! And poor SHEINE – she organized a welcome party for you and you didn’t even turn up ! 
SHEINE
Michelle…I forgot Naomi’s in mourning.

MICHELLE

Don’t dare apologize SHEINE! I’d also be in mourning if I was her! 

Naomi tries to collect herself and goes back to the book. Michelle hits the book to close it, but knocks it to the floor. Dead silence . DVORI enters . MICHELLE looks at her and escapes the room distraught. Slowly, they all return to their partner study. Voices of study fill the room.

NAOMI picks up the book, and kisses it on both sides. 
DVORI
Do you want to tell me what happened?

NAOMI

[Deep breath.] I’m sorry Rabbanit- but I can’t be Michelle’s ‘chevruta’. I prefer to study alone if that’s ok? 
DVORI
It’s not. Can you explain why ? 
NAOMI

Because I can’t waste time on silly arguments with someone who treats these texts like….like they’re irrelevant.

DVORI
So, you think Michelle isn’t worthy of being your chevruta?.

NAOMI

God forbid ! No… it’s just… I did so much to get here. All I want to do really is to study, to forget the outside world…and I’m not getting there!

DVORI
Getting where? Where are you rushing off to? 
NAOMI

I want to… (goes to get something from her bag) God willing, to be learned enough to participate in your project.

DVORI
(takes the pamphlet) Where did you get this ? 
NAOMI

Someone forgot it at our house during the 7 days of mourning after my mother’s funeral.
DVORI
This is classified material and it shouldn’t have reached you. (to the other girls) Girls you are dismissed (Dvori herself walks away with the pamphlet) 
NAOMI

Wait! Dvori ! Er – Rabanit ! 
DVORI
Sorry Naomi…this project isn’t for you.

NAOMI

Why? I meet all your requirements! [Reads from the page.] I’m fluent in Aramaic, I know all our prayers and basic religious laws by heart, I’ve studied Talmud for over five years... 
DVORI
You have no idea what this project is Naomi 

NAOMI

It’s a project that will enable me to aquire one day a significant rabbinical position- like yours – a rabbinical pleader . 

DVORI

No- no. Much more . This is something that has never been done, and will require at least seven years of study and training .

NAOMI

Training for what ?

DVORI

Becoming a Rabbi.. Not a Rebbetzen or a rabanit . A rabbi 

NAOMI

Like men? Women… will be rabbis?

DVORI

Precisely .

NAOMI

Women will be able to change and update Jewish law? 

DVORI

God willing .
 NAOMI

I’ve always thought that’s impossible-being a woman- but if you’re looking for girls who - 

DVORI

Naomi – it’s not for you. Anyway –your father would never permit it . 
NAOMI

I could persuade him – I persuaded him to postpone the wedding 

DVORI

Which reminds me that we decided only married women can apply.

NAOMI

But you yourself – you’re divorced, no? (pause) Sorry  I’m due to get married in the summer.

DVORI
So let’s talk after your wedding.

NAOMI

No! It has to be before. [DVORI looks at her quizzically.] Once I’m married, it’ll be a lost cause.

DVORI
Quite the opposite dear. Get married, have children Please God –then you can put your domestic duties behind you and develop your talents. 
NAOMI

And what if I have trouble getting pregnant? My mother lost 7 babies before I was born. [DVORI -physical reaction.] She did nothing with her life besides taking fertility treatments and caring for my father. And I hated her for it! All my life, I thought she was ignorant. [Softens.] After she passed away her friends told me she was the brightest pupil in the class.

DVORI
So you’re afraid of being like your mother?

NAOMI

I won’t be like her. By the time I get married this project has to be a fact, a dowry. 
DVORI
Naomi, being an excellent student isn’t enough. To be a Rabbi –especially a woman Rabbi –you need leadership qualities, a strong social conscience. 
NAOMI

You think I’m not fit for it? 
DVORI
Take what happened with Michelle today.

NAOMI

It wasn’t my fault! Michelle  – [cuts herself off because she doesn’t want to tattle.]

DVORI
It’s not only Michelle- I’ve heard from others too. Look you took upon yourself a heavy responsibility and in less than two weeks - you gave up. 

NAOMI

I can fix it. Really! Rabbanit, please will you let me try?

DVORI
 I can’t promise anything.

DVORI exits, NAOMI returns to her books.

SCENE 5 – in the girls’ room

SHEINE is preparing for a date, Michelle is on the bed.

MICHELLE
Now Dvori’s definitely going to kick me out. I don’t know what’s better – my psycho Dad or being the chevruta of an Alien 
SHEINE
An Alien- and you know it ! Just find a way to get along with her ! How do I look ? 
MICHELLE 
How can anyone get on with her ? 
SHEINE
I said…how do I look?

MICHELLE
Are you going on a date or to a funeral ? Come here!

Michelle opens the top button of her shirt  
SHEINE
I don’t want to flunk the date because of modesty! 

MICHELLE

Modesty after the wedding !  (gets her makeup. Miri comes in from the shower with a towel) Men’s hearts follow their eyes, right Miri?

MIRI

Don’t ask me – I’ve never got passed the eyes bit 
MICHELLE

Why? You said you had many boyfriends …
MIRI

Yeh but what I thought was love was just (with disgust) lust! … But today –at long last Rabbi Elyakim made me a pure and kosher Jewish woman! 

MICHELLE

What ? You finished the Tikun?  

SHEINE
Shhh… Dvori will kill her if she finds out… 
MIRI

She won’t – it’s over! Thank God I got my soul back … 
They both go over to hug her and congratulate her  

MICHELLE

Watch out SHEINE- Miri’s fresh meat on the date market!

 SHEINE
Oh nooo,,, !
MIRI

No, no. Not yet. 

MICHELLE

Why not? 

MIRI

Because for the first time since I was 12 – I feel like a virgin. Me! There wasn’t a guy in the neighborhood that didn’t do me. I slept with any ‘creature’ for a fix 

SHEINE
What did they fix? 

(Miri and Michelle laugh, Michelle wants to know more about the Tikun) 

MICHELLE

So all those things you did, all the promiscuity… everything’s been erased?
MIRI

A clean slate! That’s what he said… and I’m petrified of staining it. I’m still  jealous of you girls that your husbands will be your first. 
SHEINE
My first?! Are you kidding? Y’know how many dates I’ve been on? This Mordi is my 39th!

MIRI

[Laughing.]  The first you sleep with Miss Righteous! 
SHEINE
Oh, that! Wow…Scary… (looking into a small mirror) D’you know what I like most about myself ? … Nothing  
MICHELLE 

Are you dating the guy from last week ?

SHEINE
Him? God forbid! I’m not that desperate. Him and his questionnaire ! How many children do you want ? Is your mother fat ? Would you agree to live in Zfat ? 
MIRI

He seriously asked if your Mother was fat? 

SHEINE
Yes! Yeshiva boys genetic tests… wants to know if I’ll be fat- He could’ve just looked at me –but no! He looked only at his paper . He calls dating the “spare rib” quest… actually that was quite cute but he’s not… not…
MIRI

Not what? 

SHEINE
Not called me since… 

[NAOMI enters. Michelle turns away]
MIRI

Naomi…

SHEINE
Good evening Naomi! 
NAOMI

Good evening!
SHEINE
(looking for something to say) Say, what’s going on with Michael? Weren’t you supposed to be meeting him this week ? 
NAOMI

What? Oh. Yeah. He…it didn’t work out.

SHEINE
Poor thing-  you must be missing him like crazy! (no reaction) Maybe not- not everyone’s the “missing” type. I am for sure. I already miss him… Not Michael ! my…eh.. well I haven’t even met him yet and I miss him  
MIRI

Sheine…
SHEINE
Shut up. I know. 
MIRI

No – it’s quarter to… 

SHEINE
Yooo! I’ll be late to the funeral – I mean the date 

MIRI

 Come on, I’ll walk you up until the pharmacy. 
They exit.

 NAOMI turns to Michelle who is smoking by the window. Naomi tries to approach her 
NAOMI

I’ve been thinking -  if you like …maybe we could study the midrash again – from a calmer perspective… (no reaction) I realize I’ve been insensitive. 
MICHELLE

Is that an apology? Everything’s fine . You owe me nothing 
NAOMI

I owe myself this – I want to say how 
MICHELLE

 Forget it ! It’s not going to work. Let’s make a deal – You study – and I’ll sit by you and keep my mouth shut. It’ll be challenging –but then everyone will be happy
YANKI

Pssshh…. Eleven E’s.

MICHELLE

What? Eleven what?

YANKI

Es. It’s a hobby I developed at Yeshiva. Counting Es.

NAOMI

Listen, it is really impressive but what exactly are you looking for here

YANKI

Awesome! Eight, in a short sentence! 

MICHELLE

Hey! I know you!

YANKI

One! I’m from the pharmacy across the road.

MICHELLE

You’re not the kleyzmer musican ? 
YANKI

Three. I’m both . …have to make a living… wait, you’re – Michelle?

MICHELLE

Oui. I nearly got kicked out of here because of you… Did you get your money?

YANKI

Yep, and the generous tip, bless you!

NAOMI

Men aren’t  allowed  to enter our rooms, as a rule…
YANKI

Ooops. It’s just that someone named Miri came to the pharmacy – she wanted pills that we thought were out of stock… she said it was urgent. When she left I found some in stock, so I thought I’d pop them over .

MICHELLE

18 E’s! Thank you! Miri’s in our room, leave them and we’ll give them to her.

YANKI

 Careful, it’s addictive 

The pills ? 

The E’s … The pills too mind you–that’s why they need a prescription 

NAOMI

So don’t leave them here  [MICHELLE and YANKI sign “three” to one another.]

MICHELLE

Why? She said it was urgent! Leave them. Worst case, she’ll come in the morning with her prescription
YANKI

Eight! I would leave them, the problem is the pharmacist…he’s  a bit of a ‘ Yekker pots’ (stickler)
NAOMI

He’s right to be. Don’t leave them.

MICHELLE

She’s also a bit of a yekker-pots.  Here… take this power of attorney with her signature 
YANKI

What? How is her signature…?
MICHELLE

Now who’s being a yekker-pots? 
YANKI

Ah…okay, Michelle. I’m leaving the pills in your hands- and my pay check because if he finds out –he’ll skin me alive. I…I have to get back. [Doesn’t move, looks at MICHELLE.]

MICHELLE

Thanks. For the E’s, too…it’ll add a lot of…depth, to my studies.

YANKI

With pleasure. [He leaves backwards, bumps into the door. MICHELLE laughs but it is unclear whether she is laughing with him or at him.]

NAOMI

What was that for?

MICHELLE

It’s called friendship. Miri’s on strong medication because of her rehab. 
NAOMI

I wasn’t talking about the pills. Why did you lead him on?

MICHELLE

Who? Oh’ give me a break…
NAOMI

You saw the way he looked at you ! and what you did to him… 
MICHELLE

What? What did I do to him ? 

NAOMI

Forget it 

MICHELLE

No ! Come on, tell me – what did I do ? 

NAOMI
It’s just…you were kind of … seducing him to… maybe I’m exaggerating 
MICHELLE

You’re not ! That’s exactly why they threw me out of school in Leon!

NAOMI

Why ?

MICHELLE

The Rabbi of the school said that I…that I’m Lilith.

NAOMI

Lilith !! Why?

MICHELLE

Actually, there is something I would like us to study together.

NAOMI

I’d love that

MICHELLE

It’s not Talmud. 
NAOMI

Whatever you want…
MICHELLE

I need to learn how to do a Tikun
NAOMI

(taken aback) What do you mean, a Tikun? 
MICHELLE

You know –– a Kabbalistic Tikun, a spiritual cleansing- to purify my soul. With all the rituals and prayers and fasting – like Miri did. 
NAOMI

I don’t know what Miri did and I’m sorry Michelle , but I know nothing Kabbalah practice.  There are hundreds of Kabbalists in Zfat – why don’t you - 
MICHELLE

They’re all men - I can’t . 

NAOMI

Well then ask Dvori

 MICHELLE

I did but… I don’t trust her . 

NAOMI

I don’t have the slightest clue how to even approach this topic 

MICHELLE

There are books –writings of Ha’ari Hakadosh – I didn’t understand a thing but I’m sure that for you it won’t be a problem, to look through them and tell me- 
NAOMI

It doesn’t work like that, Michelle… this is the HA’ari Hakadosh  …not Harry Potter!

MICHELLE

[Laughs.] Wow, a sense of humor – welcome to the world of the living! Look I’m not asking you to build a golem ok? Just 
NAOMI

Michelle, I don’t think you understand but practicing Kabbalah is VERY dangerous…There were some great Rabbi’s who were totally ruined by it – one even died ! 
MICHELLE

And what if I tell you I’m dangerous too? And I might be endangering others – causing them to sin  (Naomi turns away) We had a rabbi at my school in France, a young guy, Rabbi Wolf, good looking, not like the usual overripe guava face most rabbis have…  
NAOMI

You don’t have to tell me this. 


MICHELLE

One day he kept me after class, “Michelle, what’s with your short skirts? It’s very distracting.” I was stunned “All my skirts cover my knees” I said. He bent down to check, pressed the skirt against my leg, and I felt his hand, warm, on my knee   After that, he kept me after almost every lesson, once because of my sleeves, once because of my collar – and every time he double-checked with his hands
NAOMI

Sick pervert !

MICHELLE

No!  I wanted him to touch me, even though I knew it was forbidden … one day he said my shirt was too tight, his hands touched my breasts… my whole body was on fire… I almost fainted. I felt his breath close to my face. (pause) 

NAOMI

And? 

MICHELLE

And then someone opened the door. I couldn’t see who because I had my back to the door. The next day, I was told not to come back to school. Ever. 
NAOMI

He should have been thrown out  – not you .
MICHELLE

No! I made him do what he did 
NAOMI

Michelle, he’s a grown man – a rabbi ! What did your parents say? 
MICHELLE

My mother dragged me to the emergency ward to do a virginity test. My father forbade me to touch my little sister since then. 
NAOMI

But it wasn’t your fault ! 
MICHELLE

Why are you saying that? 
NAOMI

Because it wasn’t! And your parents should have protected you.

MICHELLE

No! No ! It’s my sin 
NAOMI

It’s not 

MICHELLE

It is  

NAOMI

Michelle -  

MICHELLE

Stop it ! It’s my sin, ok? My sin ! It is my sin-  

NAOMI

What sin ? What did you do? Nothing ! He’s the one that used you. He took advantage of you, offended you, destroyed your honor and slandered you to make sure you’d get kicked out while he’s there now doing it to other girls! 
( It suddenly dawns on Michelle and for a moment she loses her identity. She breaks down and cries. Naomi sits by her and awkwardly puts her hand on her to comfort her. Michelle burries her face in Naomi’s shoulder, crying –then she begins to laugh) 

MICHELLE

Do you really think … I’m normal? 
NAOMI

I wouldn’t go that far. [smiles] we all have evil inclinations- even me. 
MICHELLE

And what do you do with them ? 
NAOMI

“Desires grow only in a heart empty of wisdom” 
MICHELLE

In English ? 
NAOMI

I study  

MICHELLE

I’m not good at that .

NAOMI

You haven’t tried , Not really. You need to dive into the texts, let them take you away from everything else… Study with me. It’ll help you/  
MICHELLE

Fine. I give you two weeks
NAOMI

Two weeks isn’t enough. A month.
MICHELLE

You want to be my chevruta for a month ? You must be insane !  

SCENE 6 – On the roof, hanging washing. One month later. 

Characters : 4 choir girls , Naomi, Michelle, Dvori 

The choir girls are hanging washing, singng a Passover song (“Vehi She’amda”) and laughing. Naomi walks in with her basket. She goes to hang her bedclothes when Michelle  walks in holding a book. Excited. She goes up to Naomi, surprises her from behind.  It is clear their relationship has developed into something more natural and friendly.
NAOMI

Well did you find the Fasting Tractate ? 

MICHELLE

Not yet- but I found something else! 

NAOMI

What now? 

MICHELLE

Peeked and died – 
NAOMI

Michelle .. we’re not studying Kabballah! 

MICHELLE

I know – it’s about the Rabbi who died because he practiced Kabballah, like you said. 

NAOMI

Yeh, Ben Azai 

MICHELLE

Rabbi Shimon Ben-Azay  for you !

NAOMI

The first and only Rabbi- in the 2nd century- who dared say that men must teach their daughters torah- not only their sons. 
MICHELLE

Oh, so he’s your super-hero?  

NAOMI

No. He didn’t teach his daughters 
MICHELLE

Why not?
NAOMI

He never had any. 
MICHELLE

Well…   

NAOMI

He decided not to marry because he said he was saving all his love for God 
MICHELLE

Maybe he was a homo…?  

NAOMI

What?! (shocked) Ben Azay…?  
(Suddenly Naomi bursts out laughing,Michelle joins and they both laugh uncontrollably)  
MICHELLE

( still laughing)  Oh, Noni - I thought you were going to hit me…

NAOMI

What did you just call me ?

MICHELLE

 I said Noni instead of Nomi… no good? (they laugh again)
Suddenly Dvori appears, holding a large envelope and the girls straighten, Michelle puts the book out of reach   
DVORI
What a diligent scholar! Taking the books everywhere with you… And what’s my favorite ‘chevruta’ studying?

NAOMI

Eh.. Talmud’s Fasting Tractate verse 22:2 .”an individual is not permitted to afflict himself by fasting, lest he falls a burden upon others” 
DVORI

And what does that mean - Michelle? 

MICHELLE

Em… it means … it’s about the tension between collective responsibility and personal responsibilty

DVORI
(Impressed) Good. And how’s your Aramaic coming along?

MICHELLE

[In Aramaic.] A Libba De Naomi Tab [Meaning: According to Naomi – it’s good.]

DVORI
Excellent, Naomi ! [Mich. rolls her eyes, Dvori laughs] Careful you don’t turn our rebel into a star student. [To . Mich.] I hope you’re grateful 

MICHELLE

[tries to hide her anger] Of course! All the credit goes to Naomi 

[Michelle goes to hang up some washing, Dvori is now alone with Naomi]

DVORI

I’ve brought you the forms. You can fill them in after you have your fathers’ approval . You can talk to him over Passover holiday. 
NAOMI

(can hardly believe it) The forms for the project?!

  DVORI

Mm-hmm. I’m very impressed with the way you’ve been working with Michelle, so I’ve decided to let you apply. [Michelle peeks from behind a sheet] Of course without your father’s signature and Michael’s approval it won’t be possible. But as you said – you can convince them.. By the way, Michael called yesterday- did you get back to him?  
NAOMI

Eh.. no, not yet – but I will 

DVORI

Yes you will – it’s important. After your father signs, you’ll receive an exam by post – it’ll be the first stage in the screening process 
NAOMI

Thank-you! Thank-you so much Rabanit Dvori ! You won’t be sorry 

DVORI

I know  [Dvori exits, Naomi smiles and opens the envelope.]

MICHELLE

(comes back with a towel/ sheet ) What was that all about? 

NAOMI

What ? 

MICHELLE
“I’m very impressed with the way you’ve been working with Michelle” ? What am I some kind of deal or something? 
NAOMI

No, It’s just this project Dvori offered me to participate in 
MICHELLE

Look me in the eye and tell me you’re not studying with me just to get into one of Dvori’s projects 

NAOMI

Of course not! 

MICHELLE

You’re a lousy liar!  (gives her the washing and walks away)
NAOMI

Michelle!  

MICHELLE

You used me ! I feel like such an idiot! 
NAOMI

Why? You had to study anyway - 
MICHELLE

It’s not what I wanted to study and you know that! I don’t need your favors! Find yourself a chevruta on your level! I’ll manage  

NAOMI

Wait ! Michelle… it did begin with the project… but honestly…I don’t want any other chevruta. I’ve never had a study partner – or even just a friend for that matter. And I found that… I really enjoy learning with you… (Michelle goes to hang something, Naomi goes after her)  Please don’t stop being my chevruta…

MICHELLE

(takes her time, playing ‘hard to get’) What project is it? (holds out her hand and Naomi gives her the envelope) The project to train women Rabbis?!
NAOMI

You’re heard about it?

MICHELLE

Sure! It’s her secret project…everyone’s heard about it. [Suddenly suspicious.] 

So you’re going to be a rabbi… thanks to me! (softening) Mazel tov.  

NAOMI

It’s still too soon to celebrate – you heard the Rabanit – I need Michael’s concession 
MICHELLE

Then why do you keep putting him off with such lame excuses ? sorry – the phone booth is just outside my window – so I hear everyone’s problems… don’t you love him? 
NAOMI

It’s not that. Michael is a very clever and he’s also a really serious guy… 

MCHELLE

(laughs) You know your eyebrow twiches when you’re stressed ? 
NAOMI

I’m not stressed. 
MICHELLE

O.K. So you do love him? 
NAOMI

Of course. I just don’t think he’s going to agree to the project, that’s all 
MICHELLE

I think I can help you with that – if you let me [Naomi is curious- Michelle takes her lipstick from her bag] And as your personal stylist, Rabbi Naomi, [She opens it and comes up to Naomi who recoils] It won’t bite ! You could do with some color …
Michelle applies the lipstick, takes down and fluffs NAOMI’s hair, takes off her glasses, then looks at her, satisfied 

MICHELLE

Gorgeous ! Michael will never be able to say no to you now! Here- take my phone, call him and make a date. (Naomi doesn’t move) Now! (Michelle leaves)
Reprise of the song (Vehi She’amda)– during the stage-change to a coffee shop 

SCENE 7 – The Date

Evening. In a coffee shop, dim lighting, people are sitting around tables, Michael is standing waiting for Naomi with a book  – Naomi arrives at the opposite side. Michael closes his book when he sees her. As they talk they walk towards each other and enter the café.
NAOMI

Sorry I’m late. 
MICHAEL

You’re not. I was early. How are you?
NAOMI

Thank God, all is well. How are you? 

MICHAEL

Better, now, thank God. It’s been awhile…your father  [now that they have entered the café , he notices her lips] What have you got on your lips ? 
NAOMI

Don’t you like it? I put it on for you  [Takes a napkin and wipes her lips]

MICHAEL

 I didn’t say I don’t like it . 
NAOMI

 Oh….sorry 
MICHAEL

It’s not a sin to be pretty.
NAOMI

Thank-you… What was it you were saying about my father ? 
MICHAEL

[Looking at her as if he just realized she was beautiful] He sends regards. I’m glad you finally found time to see me.
NAOMI

Of course. 

MICHAEL

 I was beginning to feel I was weighing you down.

NAOMI

God forbid ! It’s just that my timetable is so tight – like in yeshiva 
MICHAEL

(skeptic) Yeh… so let’s hear – what are you learning?
NAOMI

I’ve just come from an amazing lesson the Rabanit gave on “and forsake not the law of thy Mother” –about women’s status in Jewish law from Genesis until today 
MICHAEL

Oh, that…  well..
NAOMI

You’re being condescending. 
MICHAEL

God forbid, no…it’s just a very sensitive and problematic subject.

NAOMI

Why? From what we’ve learned, the gates are opening .

MICHAEL

Yes…to a certain limit.

NAOMI

The limits are extending all the time. 
MICHAEL

Fine but they can’t extend beyond the rulings of great Sages, greater than any of the rabbi’s we’ve known in the last generations. They defined roles in Halacha for women and for men. (looks for a waiter) Would you like a coffee?  

NAOMI

Yes please. Women today have significant positions in all fields [checks his reaction Quietly.] There’s even a secret program to train women to be Rabbis.

MICHAEL

I heard that nonsense. It won’t happen.

NAOMI

It’s already happening.

MICHAEL

They’ve been saying that for ten years. It won’t happen 
NAOMI

Then it will go to the courts. Like they did when women like Dvori, wanted to become  Rabbinical pleaders – which they eventually did .
MICHAEL

Rabbinical pleaders are a Rabbinical decree. Rabbi’s and Judges are from the Torah – they are the word of God. It won’t happen!  
Waitress

[arrives] Ready to order? 

MICHAEL

2 coffees please . (suddenly it dawns on him) You’re not thinking of taking part in this kind of project? 
NAOMI

And if I am? Give me one good reason not to. And don’t say “women are light-headed” 
MICHAEL

I never said that – it’s written in the Talmud –Shabbos Tactrate. Even Dad, when he taught us about Rabbinical court, he explained that that’s why women can’t be legal witnesses! It’s not that you’re dense, God forbid, but your feelings can  cloud your intellect.

NAOMI

My father would never say something like that. You obviously misunderstood him.

MICHAEL

Dad and I understand each other perfectly. 
[waitress enters with two cups of coffee. Michael mumbles a blessing] 
NAOMI

Amen. [understands this is not going the way she wanted] well, why are we talking about this now instead of making plans for the wedding? [takes out a large envelope] Look -
MICHAEL

What is it ? 
NAOMI

Designs for our invitations. I have an artistic friend, she designed them for me-  what do you think? 
MICHAEL

Nice. Shouldn’t we set a date first? 
NAOMI

Sure. We can set a date today. Which one do you like most? 
MICHAEL

I don’t have any artistic inclinations- consult my mother. Whatever the two of you choose is fine by me.
NAOMI

Fine. I’ll talk to her. Do you have your diary with you ? {takes out hers]
MICHAEL

[takes out a diary- still looks troubled] Does Dad know that this is what you’re being taught here ? Heresy?  
NAOMI

[restrained] Since when have you begun calling my father ‘Dad’? 
As the conversation continues, MICHELLE enters the café and scans the room a
MICHAEL

He said it would make him happy. But I’ll stop if it bothers you.

NAOMI

It does. We aren’t even married yet.

MICHAEL

Fine…now there’s an example for you of emotions clouding intellect [NAOMI is furious, but restrained] 
MICHELLE

[spots Naomi]  Naomi!

MICHAEL

Someone’s trying to catch your attention.

NAOMI

What? [turns and sees her] Michelle? [To Michael.] A friend from the seminary.

MICHAEL

The artist ? 

NAOMI

Yes. She’s the one that’s coming over for Pesach –all her family are in France ..

 Naomi rises and goes towards Michelle.

NAOMI

[Strained, with a forced smile.] Michelle?! What are you doing here, crazy?

MICHELLE

Want me to go? [Notices the smeared  lipstick] Hey, what happened to my lipstick?

NAOMI

[Michelle in an intimate gesture wipes a lipstick stain beside her lip]  I shouldn’t have  put it on…

MICHELLE

[Approaches him and looks ] So you’re the genius? Lucky you to catch a girl like Naomi  [Michael rises, looks at NAOMI questioningly.]

NAOMI

[Embarrassed.] There are some girls at seminary from your neighbourhood. Your reputation,  apparently, precedes you .

MICHAEL

[Pleased.] Ah…

YANKI

[Enters the café, and hurries up to them.] Michelle ! 

MICHELLE

Where were you ? 

YANKI

Counting all the E’s in the book of Ezekiel ! Hi ! I’m Yanki Meizlish 

MICHAEL

Michael Noygarshil. [NAOMI is surprised - she looks at Michelle, who acknowledges with a glance that this is her date. Naomi fights back laughter. the waitress arrives.]
WAITRESS
Are you together? Should I add a table? 

YANKI




MICHELLE

No! We were just -  /
Sure…if we aren’t interrupting, of course…

MICHAEL

[Looks at Naomi, who can’t meet his gaze. Being polite.] Of course not, please.

The men add chairs whilst, Naomi whispers to Michelle .

NAOMI

 You dragged the  “kleyzmer” here…? Poor thing...

MICHELLE

 Don’t worry - he’s enjoying it… (Yanki brings her a chair ) Merci! 

They all sit. Naomi and Michelle are still on the verge of giggling.  

WAITRESS

So what can I get for you two? 
MICHELLE

Wine?

YANKI

Milkshake.

MICHELLE

Wine and  milkshake.

MICHAEL

[giggling. To YANKI.] You look familiar…in which Yeshiva did you learn ?

YANKI

Oh, you know, here and there ….

MICHELLE

You probably saw him at a wedding or Bar-mitzva. Yanki’s an established kleyzmer musician – he’s a clarinetist.

MICHAEL

[Trying to hide his disdain.] Ah… musician….  nice…

YANKI

I used to study at the Yeshiva of Tzfat.

MICHAEL

And that didn’t go well, so you started … [pantomimes an air clarinet]…

YANKI

Yep- more or less. And you?  Yeshiva of course?

MICHAEL

Of course! I study at Naomi’s father yeshiva, in Bnei Barak. Before that I studied at one of the best Yeshivot in Jerusalem.  I’m from Jerusalem originally.

YANKI

Ahhh…[as in, “now everything is clear].you’re a Jerusalem flochtz, huh?

MICHAEL

Excuse me? I didn’t follow- a Jerusalem what?

YANKI

Flochtz , y’know … flochtz !
MICHAEL

What is it – kleyzmer slang?  

MICHELLE kicks NAOMI under the table. NAOMI gives her a look. They are barely keeping it together. The waitress brings the milkshake to Michelle  and the wine to YANKI. They switch.

MICHELLE

To….Naomi and Michael! [Recites the blessing over wine.] Baruch ataadonai, eloheinumelech ha olam, boreh pre hagefen.

ALL

Amen. [MICHELLE takes a sip and offers her glass to NAOMI.]

MICHAEL

She doesn’t drink.

MICHELLE keeps the glass extended to NAOMI, ignoring MICHAEL.

NAOMI

[Glares at MICHAEL and then turns to MICHELLE.] No thank you.

Beat. YANKI saves the situation by suddenly sneezing wildly and saying “Flochtz” as he sneezes . MICHAEL catches his glass, which almost falls.

MICHELLE

Gesundheit! [NAOMI can’t hold it in any longer.]

YANKI

[To MICHAEL.] Thank you. I’m such a ‘shlumiel’ …when I perform at weddings, I give 10% discounts to cover all the damage – in advance .

NAOMI

Excuse me a minute [NAOMI leaves hastily, trying to hold back her laughter.]

MICHELLE

Me too…[follows NAOMI. The men are left alone at the table.]

MICHAEL

Gesundheit. You scared the women away. 
[They look at each other with nothing to say.]

Outside/at the bathrooms. The girls are doubled over with laughter.

MICHELLE

[ finally controlling herself] Where have you been all my life? Thank God you postponed your wedding
NAOMI

[turns serious] Why ? .

MICHELLE

[ finally controlling herself] Because otherwise we’d never have met, fochtz! 

They breakdown laughing again. And disappear.  Meanwhile, at the table, YANKI is drinking noisly with a straw, and MICHAEL is staring at his watch.

MICHAEL

Went to the restrooms and got caught in women’s gossip…. (Yanki sips from his straw again ) I just hope I don’t miss the last bus back 
YANKI

Oy vey… I’ll get the bill !
MICHAEL

We’ll split - half half 
YANKI

I’ll pay. You might think less of musicians, but I make a living [Yanki gets up to look for a waiter] Excuse me … Excuse me! 
WAITRESS 

(appears behind him) I’m here 

YANKI

Sorry – bill please

MICHAEL

(whispers) The fly…
YANKI

(looking up) what ? It’s a mosquito (claps) Gottit!  
MICHAEL

No. The fly of your trousers is open.

YANKI

Oy vey. Thanks. [Sits immediately.]

NAOMI and MICHELLE return, but don’t dare to look at one another. YANKI, embarrassed, zips his fly under the table.

MICHAEL

The last bus leaves at 10:23 so we asked for the bill .

YANKI

I’m paying.

MICHAEL

Half – half .

MICHELLE pokes NAOMI with her elbow to get her to stop laughing. NAOMI is trembling from holding in her laughter.

MICHAEL

What’s so funny?

NAOMI

[Still trying to hold it in.] Sorry, it’s just, uh…

MICHELLE

It’s my fault. I told her a joke.

MICHAEL

Let’s hear.

MICHELLE

This couple goes out on a blind date, 
YANKI

I know this one -

MICHELLE

 …on the way they meet the guy’s chevruta  from Yeshiva. The guy’s embarrassed, so he says to his chevruta, “meet my cousin,” and the chevruta says, “I know her, last week she was my cousin!”

[All but Michael burst out laughing, Yanki adds  ]

YANKI

Nineteen!

[they completely crack up]

MICHAEL

[Stunned.] Nineteen what?

 YANKI tries to explain the counting game to MICHAEL but is also laughing. MICHAEL looks at NAOMI, shocked, he has never seen her behave like this. The waitress brings the bill.

MICHAEL

Naomi! You’re still in mourning! Think of your mother ! 
NAOMI becomes suddenly serious. At the same moment, YANKI rises to pull his wallet from his back pocket. The tablecloth is caught in his zipper so, as he rises, he inadvertently pulls the whole tablecloth and everything on it with him, and everything spills on miserable Michael. NAOMI can’t control herself and breaks down laughing again as she tries to help him. MICHAEL refuses her help, gets up and leaves. NAOMI runs after him.

Scene changes from café to Mikveh, with chorus sighting Psalms (130). When the set is ready – Naomi, in a nightgown appears and begins chanting Psalm by herself  

SCENE 8A Mikveh, The same night 
NAOMI

(Psalms 130) Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, O Lord

Lord, hear my voice: let thine ears be attentive 
to the voice of my supplications.

If thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, 
who shall stand?

But there is forgiveness with thee, 
that thou mayest be feared.

I wait for the Lord, my soul doth wait, 
and in his word do I hope..

My soul waiteth for the Lord more 
than they that watch for the morning

Let Israel hope in the Lord for with the Him there is mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption.

And he shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities.

Deep calleth unto deep 
at the noise of thy waterspouts:

all thy waves and thy billows are gone over me. The Lord will command his lovingkindness in the day, and in the night his song shall be with me, 

A song of ascents
Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, O Lord ” 

Naomi is so engrossed in prayer she doesn’t see / hear Michelle coming in 

MICHELLE

Noni?! Noni what are you doing? 

NAOMI

Ahhh!  Are you crazy ?? You scared the life out of me !  
MICHELLE

Am I crazy ? It’s 2 o’clock in the morning! I’ve been looking for you everywhere! …What are you doing in the mikveh? 

NAOMI

I’m fine, Michelle – I just… need to be alone ok? 

MICHELLE

I’m not leaving until you tell why you’re here – you’re not married yet… Isn’t Mikveh only for married women? 

NAOMI

It’s not forbidden for single women! (pause )My mother once told me that immersing in the mikveh at times of trouble helps prayers be heard and accepted 

MICHELLE

Does that mean you’re at “times of trouble”? what happened with Michael after you left the restaurant ? 

NAOMI

Nothing . I - … I want to immerse 

MICHELLE

You want me to go ?  (Naomi nods, unable to speak)
Michelle leaves- Naomi takes off her nightgown and immerses in the mikveh. Whilst she’s in the water Michelle returns and takes her nightgown off too. When Naomi rises from the water – she sees Michelle . 

NAOMI

What are you doing?  

MICHELLE

I have troubles too. And I’ve never immersed before . Is it a problem? 

NAOMI

What ? Together? (Michelle is already in the water ) ok…After me “May it be Thy will (Mich. repeats) Lord God of my fathers and forefathers, (Mich. repeats) That as the waters of the Mikveh purify my body (Mich. repeats) so will You save me from evil thoughts and wipe out any sin from my mind, heart and soul. (Mich. repeats) Blessed are You, Lord our God , (Mich. repeats) who has sanctified us by commanding us to immerse “ (Mich. repeats)
Naomi then shows Michelle 3 fingers and they dip three times . At the end of the third time they are side by side leaning on the edge of the mikveh. It is evident they have had a strong experience- especially Naomi who is shaking 

MICHELLE

Are you cold ? 

 NAOMI

No. 

MICHELLE

You’re shivering 
NAOMI

I’m not cold 

MICHELLE

What happened with Michael after you left the café ? 

NAOMI

I walked him to the bus-stop. Besides “goodbye” we never said a word to each other. Like strangers. I know I offended him, I wanted to say I was sorry but I didn’t know how  

MICHELLE

Noni – theses things happen. It feels awful now but by morning everything will blow over.
NAOMI

I hope so… It’s just – I felt my heart shut close tonight… It really scares me 

MICHELLE

Hearts close and then open, that’s the way it works –it’s a muscle  

NAOMI

When my heart closes it locks. The same thing happened to me with my Mum when I was about 10 . she wanted my father to stop teaching me Talmud. Even when she got sick I couldn’t open my heart to her again. I wanted to – I used to imagine myself clinging to her neck like I used to as a kid – but I couldn’t. 

MICHELLE

It’s not the same. I’m sure you’ll find a way with Michael 
NAOMI

Thanks. Why is it with you I can talk, feel, laugh and cry freely but with him- ?

MICHELLE

Hey! This is what friendships all about . Do you want it to work out with Michael? (Naomi nods) then it will. Noni you’re such an incredible person. And beautiful… there’s that eyebrow twitching again. Sometimes it feels like I’ve known you forever. If I were Michael now –I’d kiss you.  

For one long moment they look at each other – then Naomi leans forward and kisses Michelle. They are both taken aback by it, but after a second kiss again even more passionately. 

The choir girls sing on their embrace and change the scenery back as Michelle and Naomi disappear. 

Song (from morning prayer) 
My God, the soul You have given me

You created it, You formed it,
and You breathed it into me. 

And You guard it while it is within me
Scene 9 – The following morning . Morning prayer – outside or in the study-room. 

The girls all wnter with jackets and big bags or small suitcases to go home for Passover (Pesach) holiday. First enter Sheine and Miri , chattering as usual. 

SHEINE
…and then they’ll ask me “What’s new? “ and I can tell them what I’m studying, where I’ve hiked, what I’m good at…even if I tell them that while I’ve been at the seminary, I’ve been anointed Queen of England,  they’ll still keep asking, “but what’s NEW?”  because that question only has one right answer: I have a boyfriend. And I don’t! 
MIRI

What about that guy.. Mordi ? 

SHEINE
Mordi ? He’s history ! since him I’ve been out with Moishe, Pinchas, Shaya, Shmulik and Yir’am 

MIRI

Yir’am? 

SHEINE
Yeh- we dated once – after Shabat – He was nice but …he wasn’t… didn’t… hasn’t…
MIRI

Called since.

SHEINE
Precisely.  Hey Miri – maybe you’ll come home with me for Seder?
MIRI

You need an X-junky to create a diversion, eh? 

SHEINE
The junky part is of no use at all – but you are 4 years my senior and still single! Now that’s a knockout for my aunts ! 

MIRI

Actually I was supposed to have seder here with Michelle – but then she decided to go to Naomi. 

SHEINE
Perfect!Then you’re coming with me . 

MIRI

I told my Mum I’d come to her  

SHEINE
Really ? Wow ! 

The other girls who joined and began prayers begin hissing at them to be quiet 

SHEINE
(whispering) That’s really courageous of you!  

MIRI

We’ll see about that. I haven’t seen her for 2 years… But I feel stronger now. She doesn’t keep kosher or make a seder – But I’ll do it. I’ll bring disposables, I’ll clean, cook, I’ll manage somehow 

BRACHA 

Ssshhhh!

They stop talking . For a few seconds they are all deep in prayer – then Naomi walks in- she looks unkempt and not her usual calm self. She goes first to SHEINE 

NAOMI
Where is Michelle ?  (Sheine shrugs, Naomi goes to Miri) Miri – have you seen Michelle, I can’t find her anywhere ! (Miri points to the prayer book-she cannot speak) Just tell me –have you seen her this morning?
MIRI

Isn’t she going to you for Passover? 

NAOMI

Yes, but I don’t know where she is ... (Miri shrugs. Naomi’s panic is rising- She ncarries on looking around then turns –loudly- to all the girls) Sorry- but this is really a crutial matter –has anyone seen Michelle ?? She’s vanished !  

BRACHA

I saw her leaving with a small suitcase . I was sure you’d left by now as well

NAOMI

A suitcase?? In which direction did she go? 

BRACHA 

She was heading towards the back gate  

NAOMI

When? 

BRACHA 

About 2 hours ago 
The girls are finishing their prayers and wishing each other farewell “Happy Holiday ..” SHEINE, on her way, stops by Naomi 

SHEINE
Are you ok? (Naomi nods although she looks disconnected) Bye . Happy Passover. 

Naomi is now alone on stage. Suddenly Michelle’s vision appears behind the screen – it is clear that it is in Naomi’s mind. Michelle is holding a small suitcase. 
NAOMI

Michelle? 

Suddenly Michelles image seems to double and triple itself as images of the choir girls wearing the same shirt and carrying the same suitcase as Michelle –begin saying things Michelle said to Naomi . Naomi rushes from one “Michelle” to the other (as they all say things Michelle previously said to Naomi), until her final scream.
“If I was Michael now – I would kiss you “ 

“Hearts close and then open- that’s the way it works ”
“Your eyebrow twitches when you’re stressed ” 

“Do you really think I’m normal?” 

“You’re a lousy liar! “ 

“You used me!” 

“By morning everything will blow over” 

“Hey! What happened to my lipstick? “ 

“I’m not leaving until you tell me why you’re here”

“I said Noni instead of Nomi… no good?“

“I’ve been looking for you everywhere”

NAOMI

Michelle !!!!!! 

END ACT I.

ACT II

SCENE 10 : Outside Midrasha/ bedroom - two weeks later

The girls are coming back from their holiday. First Michelle, Abigail, Chava and Bilha  They are all carrying cases or bags 

MICHELLE 

And these relatives – I haven’t seen them since we left Israel –years ago! They dumped a load of kids on me like –hey! The French aupair’s arrived!  (laugh) 

BILHA

So you didn’t go to Naomi at all over the holiday ? 

MICHELLE 

How could I? They wouldn’t let me budge 

CHAVA

Naomi was really worried – she thought something had happened to you. 

Miri walks up to them with a tray of cakes 

MIRI
Welcome back! Anyone for some real non-Passover cup-cakes – I baked them myself
MICHELLE 
Miri ? Where did you come from? Don’t tell me you stayed here throughout the holiday ! 

MIRI

Most of it 

ABIGAIL 

Weren’t you by your mother?  

MIRI

I was. She wasn’t there. 

MICHELLE  

But- did she know you were coming? 

MIRI

Of course she did. I scrubbed her house clean – I was sure she’d turn up before the Seder (festival ceremony). I waited till about midnight then gave up and.. decided make my own private Seder. 

CHAVA.

Wow! That’s awesome, Miri –so inspiring 
MIRI
(laughing) Wait…I upgraded the four traditional cups of wine to four bottles… On my fourth I also took half a box of my pills – (the girls go silent) I know it’s forbidden by the Torah –but… it was stronger than me. (to Bilha ) Don’t  you want a cup-cake? 

MICHELLE  

What happened after the pills?  

MIRI

Dunno… I was spaced out… then she suddenly came home –with a man who spoke Arabic. They were both drunk. My Mum didn’t stop laughing. The guy was decent – he’s the one that called the ambulance . Before I passed out I heard her say that if I’d really wanted to buy a one way ticket – I’d have swallowed the whole box… (choked) She was right! I didn’t really wanna die, I just wanted to –  I don’t know what I wanted! (suddenly) Fuck! Fuck!!– Sorry, sorry – every time I go back there my mind blows a fuse. Thank God for Dvori –she’s the only one that really knows how to fix me… 
During Miri’s monologue, Naomi enters (backstage) but stands far off from all the others- she’s looking at Michelle. 

MICHELLE  

Miri – I’m so sorry, I should’ve stayed here with you   

MIRI

Please – don’t feel sorry for me! O.K.? ( suddenly spots Naomi) Hey Naomi! Welcome back! 

Having been spotted, Naomi now has no choice but to come their way 
GIRLS 

Hi Naomi ! 

NAOMI 

Hi – bless you all. 

MIRI  

Wait, wasn’t Michelle by you for Pesach ?   

MICHELLE
(aims her reply to Naomi) No – I was with relatives- they were so offended I hadn’t visited since I arrived (Naomi doesn’t look back at Michelle. Miri is also offended)
Just when the tension is too high to take - Sheine and Bracha enter with bags
SHEINE
(to Bracha) I want to tell them!  Girls ! I have two announcements. One good, and one bad. I’ll start with the bad news… apparently I won’t be getting engaged today [laughs.] because, statistically speaking, it’s pretty unlikely for two “mazel-tov’s” on the same today…which brings me to the good news. Bracha got engaged!

GIRLS
Mazel-tov! Mazel tov- Have you told Dvori ? 
The girls (besides Naomi surround her and begin dancing and singing 

BRACHA

I haven’t had a chance yet 

SHEINE 
Well come on then – [they leave dancing- only Naomi stays behind- after a few seconds Michelle comes back to her –] 

MICHELLE

Look Noni – I’m really sorry I couldn’t make it in the end 

NAOMI

You ran away.
MICHELLE

No, I - 

NAOMI

You ran away Michelle – because of what happened 

MICHELLE

Naomi. Nothing happened, Okay ? 

NAOMI

What?? 

MICHELLE

These things happen. It doesn’t mean anything- not really 

NAOMI

Not really??  

MICHELLE

Yes! Let’s just leave it – please ! (silence. Miri comes back) 

MIRI 

Mish, aren’t you coming ? 

MICHELLE

In a minute ! (Miri leaves, annoyed ) 

NAOMI

Go –I’m still in mourning anyway 

.

MICHELLE

Stop it, Noni – why are you making such a big deal out of it? 
NAOMI

A big deal? Why ? Is this an everyday sort of thing by you? 
MICHELLE

No !

NAOMI

Then let’s get this straight - what was it? What do you mean “Not really?” And how many times have you done it before ? 
MICHELLE

Never ! Don’t be insane! I’ve never done it! Why are you talking to me like this
NAOMI

Because I never even imagined such a thing.. these last two weeks I haven’t been able to think of anything else – you ran away like a thief, I called you dozens of times and you didn’t answer ! How exactly do you want me to talk to you ?! Was this all just a game for you ? 
MICHELLE

No! I’m also a wreck – I just know how to hide it. I’ve hardly slept these last few weeks … I’m so sorry I dragged you into this 

NAOMI

You didn’t drag me into it! I was there long before… Why do you think I went to the mikveh? 
MICHELLE

Because of Michael, no? 
NAOMI

Because of you.  I wanted to feel for Michael the way I felt about you, but… My heart refuses to take instructions from my head . 
MICHELLE

That’s the nicest thing anyone has ever said to me – even though you didn’t  mean it (as a compliment).
NAOMI

I never even knew it was possible to feel these feelings  
MICHELLE

Me neither. (they are close) But we musn’t…  it’s forbidden, Naomi!
NAOMI

I know. I – I must marry Michael this summer 
MICHELLE

Yeh.. and you have to get into that project.

NAOMI

I think … we need a Tikun .
MICHELLE

A Tikun?? But you said it’s dangerous ! 
NAOMI

But I have no choice! I couldn’t find any cure for this by studying… I’ve gone through tens of books. Only the Kabballistic literature offers a way of erasing, repairing and changing from within.. I truly understand if you don’t want to do it… 
MICHELLE

You know, you’re the stupidest genius ever?! Of course I’m with you. We both committed a sin .. Have you found a Tikun for what… what happened to us? 
NAOMI

Not yet. But there are many more books to read- even here- in the midrasha – and Ha’ari Hakadosh says that  
MICHELLE

There is no sin that cannot be amended with a Tikun.
NAOMI

Right . 
Naomi and Michelle begin to look at books together, as Shabbat song “woman of Valor” begins 
Song: 

[from the final chapter of “Mishley” –Book of Proverbs]
A woman of valor, who can find? 
Far beyond pearls is her value.

Her husband's heart trusts in her 
and he shall lack no fortune

Her children rise and celebrate her; 
and her husband, he praises her:

Many daughters have attained valor, 
but you have surpassed them all

False is grace, and vain is beauty;

A God-fearing woman, 
she should be praised.

Give her the fruit of her hands, 

And she will be praised at the gates 
by her very own deeds.

SCENE 11: In the Study hall . Shabbat 
Song “Woman of Valor” continues- All the girls take part in singing and putting a table-cloth and candles. At the end of the song the girls dressed mainly in white and looking festive- are standing behind one long table covered in a white table cloth with 2 candles before each of them  
They light the candles and each whisper the blessing- then greet each other with hugs and “Shabat Shalom” blessings.  
GIRLS 

Shabbat Shalom ! Shabbat Shalom … (Dvori enters) Shabbat Shalom Dvori ! 

DVORI
Shabbat Shalom girls!  “Four men want into the orchard” –who remembers that Midrash (story from commentaries)? Come on… about four Great Sages who practiced Kabballah – mysticism. One
ABIGAIL 

One died ! The second went mad ! The third became a heretic 

DVORI
Right . And only Rabbi Akivah 

GIRLS 

Entered safely and left safely ! 
DVORI

Right . Well done. Bracha bring me the books . 

Bracha brings Dvori 3 books- Michelle and Naomi exchange glances. 

 DVORI

This week I found in the midrasha. Kabbalistic Tikun books marked and highlighted in specific places. Needless to say, these books are not in your curriculum… Someone’s marked them –let’s see what she marked (opens) “Tikun for he who covets his neighbor’s wife” (changes page) “Circumcision Tikun for women” (girls chuckle) It’s not funny! We all witnessed how just over a year ago our Prime minister was killed by Practical Kabballah. 

SHEINE
Who , Rabin? Wasn’t he assassinated ? 
DVORI

Yes, Sheine, he was assassinated. After 100 Rabbi’s declared him a prosecutor and cursed him with  the Kabbalic death curse “Pulsa De Nura” . {ractical Kabballah is a powerful tool that, used uncorrectly, canbecome a destructive weapon. Whoever seems to think she can use Kabballah –simply does not belong here. Is there anyone who wants to come forward ? (nobody moves). Very well- there’s one student that I happen to know is interested in Kabbalistic Tikun as she spoke to me about it at the beginning of the year.. right, Michelle? 
Long pause,All eyes on Michelle. Just as she is about to move, Naomi steps in : 
NAOMI

I’m responsible for the books, Dvori
DVORI

(surprised and shocked) You, Naomi?

NAOMI

I saw nothing wrong in using books that you keep here in the study hall (Beis Hamidrash) 
DVORI
Using ? There’s nothing wrong with reading them, if that’s what you mean. 
NAOMI

But they aren’t reading books- they are guides, instruction manuals, they’re meant to help people cleanse themselves from - 
DVORI
Naomi! You’re a bright girl - if you read medical books, can you be a doctor? If you read law books – can you practice law?  Who remembers the criteria our sages laid out for the study of mystical Kabballah? 
ABIGAIL
To be over 40, married and the father of at least two.
NAOMI

 That’s for men - For women there are no written rules 
DVORI
I began studying these texts two years ago – only studying! I don’t have the arrogance to think I can actually practice Kabballah!

NAOMI

[Hurt.] I’m not practicing anything! I  was just trying to combine a Tikun ritual.

DVORI
Create a Tikun? Are you comparing yourself to the level of Ha’ari Hakadosh?? 
NAOMI

No!

DVORI
In my Midrasha – we change things by mending our ways –not by practicing mysticism. We pray, we study, we make blessings, we show kindness one unto the other… 
NAOMI

I see no contradiction between the two 
DVORI
Girls, you may go to Shabbat dinner now . Naomi- you wait for me please.

 (Waits until all the girls have left) It’s Michelle right? She asked you to ‘combine’ a Tikun for her ? (No reply) She asked me, too. Look Michelle can be very misleading –she has a seductive character, poor thing. Do you know why her father sent her here?
NAOMI

Yes.
DVORI
There wasn’t a single orthodox school in Frnace that was willing to take her, after what happened . 
NAOMI

Because of slander ! Give a dog a bad name and hang him! You also ran away from B’nei Berack because they called you “Crazy Dvori” after the divorce. 
DVORI
[Insulted] No… I never ran away. I walked out and turned my back on them with my chin up, I was willing to pay a heavy price to pave a new path for generations of younger women – like yourself.

NAOMI

Sorry .
DVORI
Naomi what happened? You returned from Passover holiday a real winner – with your father’s signature – I was so proud of you. Do you want to ruin everything now? Don’t delude yourself that you have no limits… [no reply] Naomi, I’ve been waiting for a student like you for years- I was going to tell you tonight that your exam was excellent and that you’ve passed the first stage into the project… But if you continue practicing Kabballah –I’m sorry (with pain) but I’ll give up on you 
DVORI
Good. Leave Michelle to me.
NAOMI

No! No… please – it’s my responsibilty 
DVORI smiles, Miri enters 

MIRI

Dvori, the girls want to know if we should wait for you for Kiddush? ( Kiddush - blessing on the wine at the beginning of the Shabbat meal)
DVORI

Yes, I’ll be right there .

Dvori leaves but Miri stays and as soon as Dvori is out of hearing distance).

MIRI

Naomi! I’m really sorry I was angry with you and Michelle –I didn’t realize what holy work you were ding together… listen ! I need you to combine a Tikun for me too! 

NAOMI

What?!

MIRI

The Tikun I did must have worn off in my Mum’s house. I need to fill this void!

NAOMI

Miri – I don’t “do” Tikunim !

MICHELLE 

[enters] My Genius! You totally nailed that argument –she had nothing to say! 

NAOMI

What?!

MIRI

Exactly ! You’re like the women Dvori talks about – pioneers who change the world . 

SHEINE 

[enters] Michelle told us you invented a Tikun for something there is no Tikun for!  Awesome! Thank-you God for rewarding us and putting you in our room!  

NAOMI

Listen , I’m not – 

MICHELLE 

You are! You’re smarter than her ! 

SHEINE 

C’mon –I’ve given her enough chances – she’s arranged 44 dates for me –and nothing!  Does that make sense?! I want you to ‘combine’ me a tikun .
MIRI

Wait! I asked first! Naomi. Please… you know I’d never ask if it weren’t a matter of life and death … 
SHEINE 

It’s crucial for me too! Y’know- on Pesach, none of my aunts asked me “What’s new” !  And-as much as I hate that question, it’s much worse when they don’t ask it – because it means they don’t believe anymore that my pot has a lid… I’m beginning to doubt it myself! Naomi, please… 

NAOMI

I don’t think I could do it anyway  

MIRI 

Look at us – we all have one thousand percent faith in you ! 

SHEINE 

Your doubts in yourself only prove you’re the real thing – like Moses!

 MIRI 

(bends her head towards her) Gimme a blessing! 

NAOMI

(recoils) Stop it ! Stop!! You heard the Rabanit – there will be no Tikun! I’m unqualified. It’s dangerous. I’m not doing it. And if you don’t want to get me into more trouble –go back to the Shabbat meal now.

Michelle signals them to leave her alone with Naomi. Sheine leaves but Miri stays to speak quietly to Michelle. 

MIRI 

You said she would do it ! 

MICHELLE 

I didn’t think she’d back out! It’s not personal you know …

MIRI

Yeah, right! Nothing's "personal" - your relatives aren't personal ... even my relatives aren't personal . My father doesn't know I exist so that can’t be personal,  and my mother –well, for her I'm just a hole in the condom… 
MICHELLE
Miri –

MIRI
I thought I had one true friend in this world -but it seems that's not personal either . 

MICHELLE
Let me speak to her, ok? ( Miri gives her a last look and leaves)
MICHELLE 

What happened ? … You need to get used to having followers 

NAOMI

Listen, Michelle -  

MICHELLE 

You’re not backing out on me now ! What about your own Tikun ? How will you marry Michael? How can you be a Rabbi without -? 

NAOMI

Michelle ! Will you shut up and listen ?   

MICHELLE 

Ok. What?
NAOMI

[in an urgent whisper] Of course we’re going to do the tikun – but only you and I L

MICHELLE 

[surprised and pleased] Ahh…. 

NAOMI

We need to do it immediately because Dvori will be watching. 

MICHELLE 

On Shabbat? 
NAOMI

No, we’re not ready yet – but tomorrow night. We’ll do it at the cemetery by 

Ha’Ari Hakadosh’s grave.  (Michelle is impressed) And if Miri asks  -    

MICHELLE 

 We cancelled everything 

NAOMI

Precisely. (Michelle turns towards he dining room) where are you going ?  

MICHELLE 

Shabbat dinner .

NAOMI

(strict) We’re fasting . From this minute until tomorrow night. 

(Michelle stops in her tracks and nods in agreement)

The stage transfers from Shabbat to the Graveyard. The candles symbolize the graves. The transfer is accompanied by chanting (Choir girls) of the Tikun prayer. 
It will be chanted in Hebrew + relevant language or chanted in Hebrew with subtitles in relevant language.  
Tikun Prayer:

“I hereby wear this sack on my flesh, to mend that which I damaged in the sacred lights of heaven

May it be Thy will the Lord our God and God of our forefathers 
 That this deed be important and meaningful and pleasing in your eyes, 
May you see I have worn this sack in all honesty and in pure intentions 
Meant for wearing  sackcloth and ashes.
And I regret fully and genuinely
with all my heart

and I will never again commit 
the  sin that has brought me here 

Now and forever ”

SCENE 12 –  Cemetery- Tikun 
 Night in the old cemetery. The chanting gets softer but continues in the background throughout the scene. A spot deep upstage is lit and represents the cemetery. A strong wind blows and whistles in the night. MICHELLE and NAOMI enter, MICHELLE bends down and tries to light a flame.

NAOMI

How’s the sackcloth ? 

MICHELLE 

Awful. And I’m dead thirsty, too.  

NAOMI

Me too, but that’s a good sign . Ha’ari says that only through mortifications is one able to break that thing inside us that causes us to sin. 

Naomi bends down to light a fire 

MICHELLE

Are you sure it’s allowed?

NAOMI

I didn’t see a sign prohibiting it ! We need fire for the ashes and also because fire is both a source- 
MICHELLE

Shhh! [Rustling in the background.] Did you hear that?

NAOMI

Hear what?

MICHELLE

[goes to check] Hello? [No answer.] It’s so spooky – in a cemetery of all places.

NAOMI

I didn’t hear anything. [the flame catches] Great! Now we can start
Long pause 

MICHELLE

What.. what do we do?

NAOMI

Confession, repentance and future acceptance. As the first stage is confession -I thought we’d each take a few moments to think precisely what we’d like to change…  

Michelle nods – they take a step apart from each other – with their eyes closed. This is when we see a hooded character in the shadows although we do not know who it is. After a few moments of murmuring personal prayers. 
NAOMI

Now repeat after me :“I hereby wear this sack on my flesh, [Michelle repeats] to mend that which I damaged in the sacred lights of heaven [Michelle repeats] May it be Thy will the Lord our God and God of our forefathers [Michelle repeats and the choir girls join] That this deed be important and meaningful and pleasing in your eyes, [All repeat] May you see I have worn this sack in all honesty and in pure intentions meant for wearing  sackcloth and ashes. [ all repeat] for I have sinned  and I regret fully and genuinely [Naomi starts losing her breath. They repeat] with all my heart [Naomi takes a deep breath and the girls repeat] and I will never again commit this sin [Naomi takes another deep breath as the girls repeat]  that has brought me here -[breath] Now and forever  [Naomi collapses in a panic attack] - ”
MICHELLE

Noni! Noni? What happened ? Are you ok?
NAOMI

Michelle… [trying to catch her breath, shaking] I can’t regret what we did 
MICHELLE

I can take it from here. Should I? Here’ let me continue [takes the book]
NAOMI

[grabs the book back] No! I don’t want to do this at all. 
MICHELLE 
What? 
NAOMI

How can I regret my love?
MICHELLE 
Naomi stop it !! 
The mysterious hooded character gets closer and can now be seen- it is Miri. Naomi and Michelle do not see her

NAOMI

I suddenly realized why I couldn’t find a tikun for what we did ! 

MICHELLE

Naomi – stop! 
NAOMI

Because there is no need for a tikun for something that isn’t forbidden!

MICHELLE

Naomi – that’s not true !
NAOMI

It is! I couldn’t find it written anywhere – I looked in all the sources, Mishna, Talmud, Shlchan Aruch-  but it doesn’t say anywhere that it’s forbidden.

MICHELLE

But…it’s impossible! It doesn’t make sense.

NAOMI

It’s a fact! Jewish law forbids a man to lie with another man as he would with a woman, all the commentaries say so – it specifically says “male” because in male-male intercourse there is what is called “wasted semen” but women have no semen – therefore it’s not prohibited , and there is no transgression! 
MICHELLE

But…what…so…so we didn’t do anything wrong? 
Miri leaves and her footsteps make a noise   

MICHELLE 

Now did you hear?  [gets up to check it out]

NAOMI

Mish. There’s no one there… [Mich. comes back to Naomi] Maybe what happened to us was the Tikun itself – think about it … maybe it was to heal us, not to destroy us… My love for you is the closest to God I have ever felt . 
They embrace – the choir girls begin singing. (Psalms) 
Song: My soul thirsteth for thee, 

My flesh longeth for thee

In a dry and thirsty land, 
where there is no water;

צמאה לך נפשי ,כמה לך בשרי, בארץ ציה ועייף , בלי מים 

 During the song Naomi and Michelle leave . A few seconds after they leave –Miri enters followed by Dvori. Although the girls are not there – the fire and the prayer book are witnesses of their former presence.
From this scene on (until one before last ) the stage is split  – one half Dvori’s office/ study room (with a library and the table in a different way ),  whilst  the other half the girls bedroom (with only 2 beds visible) . We go from one location to the other with lighting alone.  

SCENE 13A . Dvori’s Office  
Dvori, Sheine, Miri , Rabbi Hess, Michael 

DVORI
Sheine, please tell Naomi that her father will be here any minute 
SHEINE
Rabanit Dvori, is there no way to let them stay ? 

DVORI

No  

SHEINE

But you always say that we’re like family . You can’t expel family 
DVORI

True, but right now there are certain members of our family that have put all the rest of us at risk  

SHEINE

If you expel them you need to expel me as well – I also wanted Naomi to combine a Tikun for me , (looking at Miri ) and I’m not the only one! 

Miri leaves . dvori understands but disregards this 

DVORI

There’s adifference between  ‘wanting’ and ‘doing’ . I’ve already had three cancellations for next year because of them 

SHEINE

Really? But how- 

DVORI

“HOW”… I don’t know but the rumors have been spreading like wildfire since last night . Tomorrow Tzfat will be flooded with posters calling for my midrasha to be shut down 

Hess and Michael walk in . Sheine immediately recognizes Michael 

SHEINE

Wow ! Noygershal ..! 
DVORI
Greetings Rabbi Hess. You must be Michael – I’m Dvori . 

HESS

Where’s Naomi ? 

DVORI

[looks at Sheine] I’ve just sent for her 

SHEINE

What now? I can fetch her now. Should I fetch her? I’ll fetch her . 

Dvori rols her eyes to heaven as Sheine rushes off . Then she turns to Hess. 

DVORI

I’m sorry your honor , I hope you understand that I have no choice but to expel Naomi .

HESS

We’re glad to take the child home  

DVORI

I personally warned her a few days ago about meddling with mystical practices 

HESS

Mrs. Dvori  we have nothing to talk about. Because of you my daughter is involved in a scandal that the whole Rabbinical world is talking about . 

DVORI

Naomi wasn’t “involved,” Rabbi. Naomi was the ringleader. It’s not in our curriculum . 
HESS

Save you efforts You’ve already lost the funding I promised for next year. 
DVORI

Nothing’s new. 

HESS

My daughter didn’t learn how to practice Kabballah in my home!

DVORI
In your home, you gave her tools to become an an independent Talmudic scholar and study whatever she finds interest in. 
HESS

Are you implying that I should never have taught her ?  
DVORI
Not at all. Naomi slipped that’s all. And I can’t let her stay here. But I do believe in her and in regards to the project, which is in the more distant future – I think I will be able to secure her place 
HESS

I don’t follow , What project are you talking about ? 
MICHAEL 
Women Rabbis! She told me about it 
DVORI
Of course she did. Rabbi you gave her your blessing and consent, You signed the forms 
Naomi stands unnoticed at the entrance

HESS
Gave my blessing ? What forms?? 
NAOMI

I signed them…

DVORI

What…?

HESS

By trickery? By fraud ? [to Dvori] I explicitly asked you to help my daughter out of a crisis – a tragedy… instead you used her to promote your subversive projects 
NAOMI

Daddy –it wasn’t like that 
HESS

[motions for her to stop speaking ] Noami… Naomil’e – I need to ask for your forgiveness 

NAOMI

No ! What for ?  

HESS

I saw only your pain – pain is endless it has no limits. It was my duty, as your father, to draw the line, to bring you back to the right path
NAOMI

And that’s exactly what you did. Really - by letting me come here… 

HESS

No, Nomileh, I mean the path your mother, may her memory be a blessing, left you as an inheritance . [Slowly and deliberately.] As our forefathers say, “How do women earn their place in the world to come?”

NAOMI

[Unable to hear anymore.] Stop, Daddy.

HESS

“By bringing their sons to synagogue, and sending their husbands to the House of Study.”

NAOMI

Enough! Do you really think mom got into heaven because you spent all your time studying? And what did she get for my studies? Cancer?

MICHAEL

Naomi!

HESS
Are your things ready? It’s time to leave .

NAOMI

I want to continue studying 
HESS

We’ll talk at home. Let’s go. 
NAOMI

Talk about what ? 
HESS

Trust me - it’s all in your best interest  Come…[Naomi doesn’t budge. He turns to Michael]

MICHAEL

My mom found you a job as an assistant at the nursery near our future home in Jerusalem.

NAOMI

[Furious but controlled.] What? Michael, you know I respect you, and your mother, but I won’t change diapers all day, I’ll go crazy! [Turns to HESS for support.] Daddy…!

HESS

It’s just for now, Naomi. Just for now
NAOMI

 How long is ‘just for now? Until I get pregnant? Maybe this is just your way of getting me used to the idea!

MICHAEL

Naomi – do you realize what you’ve done? Not just to me, but to Dad, who’s given you everything ! 
NAOMI

True, but what my father gave me cannot be taken back ! If tasting from the tree of knowledge, you can’t ask me now to un-know.

MICHAEL

But you don’t know everything Naomi ! Do you doubt for one second that we have your best interest at mind ?

NAOMI

If you think being a nanny is what’s best for me, we’re better off not getting married. 

Silence. HESS strokes his beard, deep in thought..

HESS

Take your words back . [silence] If you don’t take them back… don’t come home [Hess leaves without looking back at NAOMI. Dvori leaves after him] 

SCENE 14a: In the Girls’ Bedroom

MIRI and MICHELLE are in the middle of an argument. MICHELLE has a cigarette in her mouth and is packing. 

MIRI

I know you’re angry, but I had to tell the Rabbanit.

MICHELLE

And all the others whilst you were at it – there’s not a soul in Zfat who hasn’t heard about the Tikun thanks to you ! 

MIRI

You should be thanking me for not telling them why you did the Tikun !

SHEINE 

Will you two just shut up! It’s sad enough as it is. Anyone for a cracker? 

MICHELLE

An ungrateful sneek- that’s what you are 

SHEINE 

Is that a yes or a no? 

MIRI

Desperate actions require desperate reactions. 

SHEINE
Only 39 calories per piece [Takes another cracker.]

MIRI

God be willing, one day you’ll realize it was I that was sent to save your souls and not visa versa.   
MICHELLE

Yeah? Surprising God appointed a tattooed junky traitor, who’s hardly been religious a year, to be His spokesman ! 
MIRI

“God works in mysterious ways” 

MICHELLE

I can understand why you did this to me – but what did Naomi ever do to you? You ruined her life y’know ?!

SHEINE
What – Naomi won’t be a Rabbi? She won’t take the course? Anything?

MIRI

It’s always someone else’s fault, huh? What about what you both did ? Look into your own soul for once! You make me sick… 
MIRI exits, 
13 B In the Library

NAOMI and MICHAEL are still sitting in silence, unmoving, in the same pose. 

MICHAEL

[In pain.]  Look, Naomi, I don’t know what you’re going through, but I know you are very influenced by this woman, who calls herself a Rabbi. Do you know what she did to her husband ? She wrecked her home just for the right to say Kaddish!  I suggest you get your stuff, and we go home. I still care enough about you to forgive and forget . 
NAOMI

You care about me? 

MICHAEL

Naomi, from the moment I saw you, I knew…you were the one for me…

NAOMI

I was 12 yrs old the first time you saw me. The only daughter of your revered Rabbi. Seriously, Michael – you;ll be a Rabbi and I’ll be a nursery teacher ? 
MICHAEL

It’s temporary. (pause) Naomi, you can’t just cancel the wedding after keeping me hanging for another year. 

NAOMI

“ A woman cannot be married off against her will” That’s halocha [jewish law] as long as we’re not married no one can force me to do anything 
MICHAEL

Do you want to kill your father ? 

NAOMI

Of course I want the best for my father but I don’t want to die of illness and depression…

MICHAEL

You heard what your father said ? 

NAOMI

 I heard !

MICHAEL

Where will you go? [beat] You know, there are rumors that you’re …

NAOMI

What? That I’m what?

MICHAEL

[Pause, under his breath.] That you lost your sanity when your mother passed away … and that’s why you did the Tikun...

NAOMI

[Laughs aloud for a moment looking a bit crazy] Maybe they’re right ! So you can  thank God for saving you from the “meshugene” (crazy person)

MICHAEL

I didn’t say that’s what I think – God forbid!

NAOMI

I’ve heard what you think.

MICHAEL

You’re making a mistake, Naomi. Another mistake.[Naomi doesn’t look at him] I wish you would listen to me. Don’t you understand that you’re losing everything? Everything! [he turns her face round to him- they are both taken aback by the physical gesture] Is it worth it ? 

Michael exits.

Scene 14 B . In the bedroom, some time later.

SHEINE
What’s most frustrating is that when finally something good happens to me – everyone’s in this black hole. There’s no one to talk to, no one to share with … 

MICHELLE

What happened ? What ? 

SHEINE
Yir’am called . He wants a second date. First time second date… It doesn’t mean we’ll get married or anything but… it’s a good sign, don’t you think? 

MIRI

Hey ! Of course it is ! Oh, Sheine I’m crazy about you – God willing, for your wedding , I’ll fly back specially! 

SHEINE
Amen!  [Suddenly Yanki enters the room ]

YANKI

Thank God I caught you on time ! The guys at synagogue told me you what happened, and that you and Naomi have been expelled and you’ve been sent back to France … 
MICHELLE

Not yet –the cab’s on it’s way 
YANKI

Lucky me. I skipped the lasr part of the prayer so that I’d see you like a mensch

SHEINE
Why do I have the feeling I’m disturbing you two?
YANKI

Because you are over-intelligent 
SHEINE
Thank- you!  Oh. Sorry … I mean bye. Take no notice of me, I’m not here (stumbles ) shhh 

YANKI

[Smiling.] I wanted to say ‘well done’! I’m sure whatever you did was for a holy cause … and not like the stupid rumors people are spreading about “idolatry”.

MICHELLE

Thanks. That’s  so sweet of you. Really.

YANKI

Yeh, well... I’d prefer you to have said charming, impressive, manly, unforgettable…  but “sweet” will do for now. Oh, and I brought you my album, with kleyzmer music so that you can remember Tzfat. And me a bit.

MICHELLE

Thank you.! You’re really, really sweet.

YANKI

And…?

MICHELLE

And impressive, and manly… well, quite manly.

YANKI

I’ll make do with that. [Gives her the disk.] There’s also a letroplane in there.

MICHELLE

A what?

YANKI

A letter you’re not allowed to read until you’re on the plane.

MICHELLE

Why? What’s in it?

YANKI

A bomb. Kidding. Well. Sort of…. A request. No. A proposal

MICHELLE

A proposal?! Look, Yanki…the last thing I want is to hurt your feelings …

YANKI

Shh shhh…Say no more. Read it on the plane. Take your time. Think about it.  I may not be an expert on love but I know a thing or two about music and in our melodies I’ve often found that what seems wrong is actually right… have a safe journey back. [He leaves reluctantly ]
SCENE 14C: In the bedroom, continuation.

 After Yanki leaves Michelle opens the letter, we can hear kleyzmer music in the background. NAOMI enters, quietly, with her suitcase When she sees Naomi, Michelle hides the letter, quickly.

MICHELLE

Noni! I was afraid I’d missed you. [They embrace a long embrace.] 

NAOMI

[Quietly] Michael and I aren’t getting married.

MICHELLE

What? What did you say? You cancelled the wedding ?! [nods] Why? Not because of me?

NAOMI

Of course not! I don’t love him – I don’t think I ever did. When we got engaged…I didn’t know what love was. [Michelle, reaction] Does it make you nervous? 
MICHELLE

 [unconvincingly] No. But what about the project? If you’re not getting married-
NAOMI

There is no project. [smiles.] It’s funny, I should be devastated but…  I don’t feel anything. If anything, I feel kind of ….relieved. as if a wight has been lifted off me.
And I was thinking… in how long could you come back?

MICHELLE

Come back? I don’t know… why? 
NAOMI

Because my father chose Michael –so at the moment I’m homeless-
MICHELLE

Noni! 
NAOMI

…So I thought I’d rent a place in Zfat, it’s cheap here and I could give private lessons – and.. well’ if you come back , we could live together . It doesn’t mean anything -
MICHELLE

Of course not ! 
NAOMI

Just that we’ll just be roommates. 

MICHELLE

Is this why you called off the wedding?

NAOMI

No! No, really it isn’t. But  think what fun it could be.
MICHELLE

It won’t work- Noni… You’re ruining everything for yourself.

NAOMI

Quite the opposite… everything’s open. For me it’s like a heavenly sign that this is the right thing to do.
MICHELLE

How? Can’t you see everything’s falling apart ?!

NAOMI

It’s as if I called you from the depth of my soul … and you came! It’s the greatest gift I’ve ever received. [Pause.] Let’s try. Please . We can still date guys if you like. We’ll just live together until we both find someone we truly love.

MICHELLE

How can we find someone that way?! 

NAOMI

Don’t be scared. It’ll be perfect – I know it will 

MICHELLE

I’m sorry Noni 
NAOMI

Sorry? For what ? [no reply] Don’t you love me any more?

MICHELLE

Of course I love you … but…
NAOMI

But what? What, Michelle? What is it? [silence] Come on, what is it? Talk to me! [silence] … You’re freaking me out… Michelle !
MICHELLE

I want to get married 

NAOMI

O.K. But you don’t have to get married now 

MICHELLE

I do ! Noni, I know you’re going to do great things one day – 

NAOMI

Stop it ! Why are you doing this? 

MICHELLE

For both of us, ok?

 NAOMI

No! Not for me… Don’t do it ! Give us a chance, Mish, a month, two months… 

MICHELLE

I can’t… I…I’ve thought about it a lot, Noni…and I…I don’t…I’m not like that.

NAOMI

Like what?

MICHELLE

I just…my whole life, I’ve wanted a normal home. A normal family .

NAOMI

And I’m not normal?! Huh?? Is that what you’re trying to say? That I’m not normal?!

MICHELLE

No! I didn’t say that, Nooni.[ a car hoots outside] My cab… [Naomi turns her back to her, Michelle gets her suitcase. Another hoot. To her back, in tears] Noni… I’m going 

Naomi doesn’t turn round to her, Michelle leaves. Only then Naomi falls apart. In tears she collects herself and her bags and goes to her comfort zone – the books. But somehow she cannot reach them. The shelves begin to shake and books begin falling to the floor. Naomi runs to pick them up until she herself falls hugging books in her arms.
Scene 15, Study hall

Naomi sleeps hugging the books. Dvori enters, looks at her and begins tidying. 

DVORI
I should have let her go two months ago . there were signs but I never imagined it would come to this 
NAOMI

What ?

DVORI

Michelle told me everything 

NAOMI

Michelle’s gone.

DVORI

I know. I saw her off. Don’t be angry – she asked me to help you 

NAOMI

I don’t need any help, thanks

DVORI

I’m so sorry Naomi, I see this as a personal failure .

NAOMI

It’s not something you could have prevented .

DVORI
 Don’t take it lightly, Naomi. Our Sages have made it clear that these relationships are unacceptable.    
NAOMI

Those same Sages made it clear that teaching women Talmud is a much bigger sin than what we did.

DVORI
I’m on your side, Naomi… Did you tell Michael why you called off the wedding?

NAOMI

It wasn’t because of Michelle!

DVORI
No? But the Tikun was? [Nami’s silence says it all] I’m glad she’s gone. It’s over. You can’t let this affair determine who and what you are.

NAOMI

[fragile] I don’t know who I am anymore. Even when I can picture the life I should have had – I can’t find myself in that image anymore.

DVORI
It’s okay. Sometimes it’s enough to see just the next step
NAOMI

I don’t know what the next step is
DVORI

First of all you’re more than welcome to stay with me until things calm down…

NAOMI

[touched] Thank-you 

DVORI

And – I can’t say how long it’ll take – but I’ll find a way for you to continue with your studies…

NAOMI

How ?

DVORI
Tomorrow,  call Michael, meet him, and set a new date 
NAOMI

What? I can’t marry him!

DVORI
Of course you can. You chose him.

NAOMI

A different Naomi chose him. I wanted it to be him. He wanted to be my father’s son. And my father wanted a son! It was a deal.

DVORI
Sometimes life’s not a bad deal. It’s okay to compromise in order to achieve a higher goal .
NAOMI

You’re asking me to live a lie. To live in pain… in shame...

DEOBRAH

Naomi, I want to help you – and I can  – but only if you get married. 

NAOMI

Why?!.
DVORI
Because I can’t throw away decades of hard work. I can’t take the chance of people saying  ‘look at the women who want to be spiritual leaders … women with no families, women that don’t care about marriage… perverts! [sorry she said the last word] Sooner or later, all this will come out if you don’t marry.

NAOMI

I don’t care! I don’t need you! I’ll manage alone 
DVORI
Naomi- you’re very upset now - take a couple of days to think things through.

NAOMI

To think about what? There’s no way back! You once said that I was like you –but it’s not true – I’m not a coward ! 
DVORI
You’re exactly like me. Exactly. I wish, when I was your age, someone would have reached out to me… You don’t have to learn the hard way , Naomi, you can’t break the wall with your head . 

NAOMI

The wall’s already broken 
Naomi breaks down. Dvori embraces her, until Naomi disconnects and leaves. 
SCENE 16: The wedding

Wedding music is heard. As Naomi walks in serenely in her bride dress, tears pouring down her face. As she walks the music changes to something reflecting her inner world. She walks in a straight line- but suddenly turns around as if she can feel the presence of Michelle. 

Michelle enters from the direction Naomi is looking in. She has a head-covering (married) and Yanki is behind her. Michelle goes right up to Naomi 
MICHELLE

Do you forgive me?

NAOMI

No.

Michael walks in from the other side . Michelle goes back to Yanki. Michael puts the completely opaque veil over Naomi’s face –making her “Face-less”. 

Now all the others enter. Men on one side –women on the other. We cannot see any part of Naomi as Michael takes her hand. 
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